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The work of God perfed. 
(Continued from page 21.) 


NUMBER IV. 


AVING already adverted 
to the perfection of God’s 
work in the difpenfation of his 
grace to man, in three particulars, 
in the events of his common prov- 
idence—in the objects of divine 
mercy—and inthedifcipline which 
God has chofen to train up his 
people for the heavenly inheri- 
tance ; I proceed to trace the fame 
perfection, 

4 In the inflruments divine 
wifdom has employed, in fome of 
the remarkable falvations wrought 
out for his people, at various pe- 
riods, which were intended as 
types of the great falvation of the 
goipel ; and, efpecially, in that 
great falvation. What I have 
chiefly in view is to fhow, that 
“ Out of weakne/s they were made 
Strong,” as the apoftle Paul tefti- 
fies of fome of them in the xi. 
chapter of his epiftle to the He- 
brews, 

Jofeph was hated by his breth- 
ren, who foldhim as a flave to the 
I{hmaelites, and they to Potiphar, 
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an officer of Pharaoh, captain of 
the guard, an Egyptian. He fuf- 
fered a long imprifonment in E- 
gypt, through the ftratagems of a 
tvanton and cruel woman, his maf- 
ter’s wife, anda train of other 
miferies incident to a ftate of flave+ 
ry, in a ftrange land, exiled from 
his country and friends. At 
length, however, Pharaoh was 
led, by the myfterious operations 
of divine providence, to advance 
Jofeph over all the land of Egypt, 
and to place him next to his own 
perfon ; in which elevated ftation, 
he preferved to his family a pof- 
terity in the earth, and faved their 
lives by a great deliverance. 

Mofes was expofed in his infan- 
cy, in an ark of bulrufhes, and 
left to perifh. He was exiled in- 
to a barbarous land, from the land 
of his nativity, and from his na- 
tion and kindred, forty years 5 


and was, as he himfelf teftifies, * 


flow of {fpeechand of aflowtongue$ 
but, by appointment and commif- 
fion from God, he was a moft em- 
inent type of Chrift as a Saviour 
and as a lawgiver, and asa Medi- 
iator between God-and his people, 
in all the offices of prophet, prieft 
and king ; and there arofe not a 
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prophet like unto Mofes, whom 
the Lord knew face to face, until 
his great antitype appeared. 
There were many circumftan- 
cés of apparent weaknefs in the 
expedition of Deborah and Barak, 
with the ten thoufand men of the 
children of Naphtals, and of the 
children of Zebulon, againft the 
hoft of Jabin king of Canaan, 
with nine hundred chariots of iron; 
but they waxed valiant in fight, 
their victory was glorious, and 
their deliverance complete. 
Gideou’s family was poor in 


Manaffeh, and himfelf the leaf | 


in his father’s houfe ; yet, being 
commiffioned of God, he, with 
his three hundred men armed with 
trumpets, empty pitchers and 


Jamps, vanquifhed the hoft of the , 


Midianites, the Amalekites, and 


the children of the Eaft ; flew) 


the two princes of the Midianites 
Oreb and Zeeb, and their two 
kings Zebah and Zalmunna. He 
alfo effetually taught the princes 


of Succoth with thorns of the | 
wildernefs and briers, and brake | 


down the tower of Penuel, and 


flew the men of the city, for their | 


unbelief and cruelty. 

David wasthe youngeft in his 
father’s houfe, andwhilc his breth- 
ren wefe employed in the army, 
he was occupied in the humble bu- 
finefs of a fhepherd, and kept his 
father’s fheep. Being fent by his 
father to the army, on an office of 
kindnefs to his brethren, and ma- 
king fome enquiry of what fhould 
be done to the perfon who fhould 


kill Goliath of Gath, who had de- ! 


fied the armies of Lfrael, he was 
defpifed and fharply reproved by 
his eldeft brother, for his fuppo- 


fed weaknefs and impertinence ;'! 


but, animated with zeal in the 
caufe of God who had been de- 
fied, and in the exercife of faith, 
he accepted the challenge, and 
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prevailed againft the champion of 
Gath, with a fling and a ftone, and 
cut off his head with his own 
{word, and obtained for Ifrael a 
glorious victory. Saulbeing ftung 
with envy at the praife given to 
David, by thofe who fang to their 
harps, and anfwered one another, 
faying, * Saul has flain his thou. 
*¢ fands and David his ten thou. 
“ fands,”’ ever after fought his 
life, and never ceafed perfecuting 
him, tillhe had driven him from 
the inheritance of God. But the 
Lord preferved David whitherfo. 
everhe went. The kingdom of 
Ifrael was his from the Lord ; and 
| after the death of Saul, the houfe 
| of Saul waxed weaker and weak. 
' er, and the houfe of David ftron- 
ger and ftronger. Many eminent 
men were raifed up to be helpers 
of David, toturn the kingdom of 
| Saul tohim. And there came to 
him, from day to day, to help 
him, until it was a great hoft, like 
the hoft of God. Being eftab- 
lifhed in his kingdom, he fought 
and prevailed againft all his ene- 
mies, until he had recovered his 
border at the river Euphrates, and 
had extended his dominion from 
fea to fea. Add to this, he was 
| a great prophet ; and the fweet 
pfalmift of Ifrael ; he made great 
preparations for building the tem- 
ple ; was a fecond lawgiver of the 
Jewith church and people ; added 
to the ritual of divine fervice, and 
fet in order the future temple wor- 
| fhip. 

Chrift chofe for his conftant at- 
tendants and companions, during 
his public miniitry, certain illite- 
| rate fifhermen of Gallilee an ob- 
| feure part of Paleftine, and after- 





| wards commiffioned them to bear 

his name among the Gentiles and 
| kings and the children of Ifrael : 
And we can be at no lofs for the 
' reafons of his choice, fo contrary 
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to all the maxims of human wif- 
dom, fince the {criptures have told 
us, “ That this treafure was put 
in earthen veflels, that the excellen- 
cy of the power might be of God.” 
The great apoftle of the Gen- 
tiles wasfubject to more and great- 
er infirmities and affliGions than 
any other apoflle or minifter of 
Chrift ever was, fince the firft pro- 
mulgation of the gofpel, which, 
in the xi. Chap. of his 2d epiftle 
tothe Corinthians, he recounts, 
with fome amplification. He 
adds to thefe in the xii. chapter 
what he calls a thorn in the flefh, 
ameflenger of Satan, given to 
buffet him, left he fhould be ex- 
alted above meafure, through the 
abundance of the revelationsmade 
him; which he befought the 
Lord, thrice, that it might de- 
part from hirh, and received for 
anfwer, “ My grace is fuffi- 
*‘ cient for thee: for my firength 
“is made perfe2 in weaknefs.” 
This confideration completely fat- 
isfying his mind, he adds, * Moft 
“‘ gladly, therefore, will I rather 
“ glory in my infirmities, that the 
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was through life compaffed with 
infirmity. He was defpifed and 
rejected of men-; aman of for- 
rows and acquainted with grief. 
He bore our griefs and carried 
our forrows, yet he was efteemed 


Stricken, fmitten of God and afflid- 


ed. His vifage was fo marred, 
more than any man, and his form 
more than the fons of men. 
Though he was the heir of all 
things, yet he had not where to 
lay his head; and during his pub- 
lic miniftry he was fupported prin- 
cipally by the charity of a few 
pious friends. His laft fcene of 
fufferings was extreme ; he was 
falfely accufed by the rulers and 


| principal men of his nation before 


“* power of Chrift may reft upon ' 


“6 me.”” 
Above all, the man Chrift Je- 


fus was born in a low condition ; 


he {fprang indeed from the ancient | 
| to the will of his Father 5 pring 


and honorable ftock of David, but 
at atime when the family of Da- 
vid was become obfcure, and his 
tabernacle was fallen down. He 
was born ina {table and laid ina 
manger, though his birth was an- 
nounced by a choir of angels, and 
by the vilit of the ealtern Magi, 
who paidtheirhomage to the new- 
born king. His reputed father 
Jofeph worked at the trade of a 
carpenter, and he is thought to 
have followed the fame employ- 
ment. In his infaney he was 
compelled to fly into Egypt from 
the perfecution of Herod, and 


the Roman governor, was arraign- 
ed and condemned, tho’ acknow]- 
edged to be innoacent by the 
judge who pronounced fentence ; 
he was fet at nought by the fol- 
diers, clothed in mock majeity, 
crowned with thorns, fcourged, 
{pit upon, compelled to bear his 
own crofs to the place. of execu- 
tion, crucified betweentwo thieves, 
and in his expiring moments, he 
was reviled as an impoftor, and his 
thirft was mocked with vinegar 
mingled with gall. But his tuf- 
ferings and death were voluntary, 
he fubmitted to them in obedience 


found in fafhion asa man he be- 
came obedient unto death, the 
death of the crofs ; he was woun- 
ded for our tranfgreffions, he was 
bruifed for our iniquities, the 
chaftifement of our peace was up- 
on him, and by his itripes we are 
healed. He was made fin for us, 
who knew no fin, that we might 
be made the righteoufsnefs of God 
in him ; and being made perfect 
through fufferings, he became the 
author of eternal falvation unto 
allthem that obey him. ‘l‘hough 





this man was made a curfe for us, 
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and was compaffed with infirmity 
through his whole life, yet the 
fecond perfon in the adorable 
Trinity took him, from his mirac- 
ulous conception in the womb of 
his virgin mother, into a perfonal 
union with himfelf. God repeat- 
edly bore witnefs, by a voice from 
heaven, that he was his beloved 
fon, in whom he was well pleafed : 
his miraculous works bore witnefs 
to the fame truth, and he was de- 
clared to be the fon of God with 
power, according to the fpirit of 
holinefs, by the refurreétion from 
the dead. He isthe great teach- 
er who came from God. He is 
the great prophet like unto Mo- 
fes, whom, according to his pre- 
diction, God hath railed up. He 
isthe great high-prieit after the 
order of Melchifedec, who has en- 
tered into the holieft through his 
own blood, having obtained eter- 
nal redemption forus. He is the 
{cope of the Mofaic ritual. He 
is the perfon to whom allthe proph- 
ets bear witnefs from the begin- 
ning ; fo that the fpirit of proph- 
ecy is but the fame thing as the 
teftimony of Jefus. He is the 
antitype of all thofe worthies 
whom God in former ages had 
raifed up to accomplifh any great 
and excellent things in favor of 
his people. He is the promifed 
feed of the woman deftined to 
bruife the head of theferpent. In 
his fufferings and death, in which 
nothing was vifible but weaknefs 
and wretchednefs, he vanquithed 
him that had the power of death, 
that is the devil ; and as David 
killed Goliath with his own fword, 
he overthrew the devil with the 
erofs the fuppofed fatal infiru- 
ment of his own triumph. Thus 
the weaknefs of God is ftronger, 
and the foolifhnefs of God is wi- 


fer, than his foes, whether men 
or devils ; and thus he takeththe 
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wife in their own craftinefs, and 
the counfel of the froward is car. 
ried headlong. He is the king 
anointed of God, like fpiritual 
David, whom God had decreed 
to fet, and in f{pite of the vain im. 
aginations and impotent rage of 
his enemies, hath fet upon his ho. 
ly hillof Zion ; and who, by the 
immutable purpofe of God, fhall 
reign, until he has fubdued all his 
enemies under his feet. He is the 
Lord of angelsandof men. He 
is the head of all principality and 
power, and might and dominion 
and every name that is named. 
He is the conftituted judge of 
the quick and the dead; in him 
dwelleth all the fulnefs of the 
Godhead, bodily. He is the heir 
of allthings. He is the bright- 
nefs of God’s glory and the ex- 
prefs image of his perfon. He 
is the beginning, the firlt begot- 
ten from the dead, who in all 
things hath the pre-eminence. 
He is the Saviour of the body 
the church, the mediator between 
God and man, and the interceffor 
with the Father for all whom the 
Father hath given him, and by 
whom alone they have accefs to 
God. He is formed in the fouls 
of all who love him, there he 
maintains his kingdom of truth, 
peace and righteoufnefs. He is 
in himfelf, by the Spirit the Com- 
forter, the principle and earneft, 
and will be the confummation of 
eternal life within them. He is 
the eternal word, by whom all 
things were created and in whom 
they fubfift. He is the Wonder- 
ful, the Counfellor, the Mighty 
God, the Everlafting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. He is the me- 
dium of divine communication to 
creatures. ° He alone hath declar- 
ed the nature and counfels of God, 
and hath unfealed the book of his 











eternaldecrres: and he is the Lamb 
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of God, who is feated in the 
fame throne with God the Father ; 
and the holy inhabitants of Heav- 
en will afcribe equal bleffing and 
honor and glory and power unto 
the Lamb, for ever and ever, as 
unto him that fitteth onthe throne. 
But nothing can exprefs, not even 
the word of God itfelf, to our 
apprehenfions, the fulnefs of his 
excellency and glory. Let praife | 
then fit filent on our tongues... | 

We may now accompany the 
Pfalmift in his words on this fub- | 
ject addreffed to God, in the 8th 
Pfalm: ‘ Out of the mouth of | 
“‘ babes and fucklingshaft thouor- 
“¢ dained ftrength becaufe of thine | 
“ enemies, that thou mighteft itill 
“ the enemy and the avenger :” 
or, as they are quoted by Chrift 
in the xxi. Chap. of Matthew, 
s* Out of the mouthof babes and 
‘‘ fucklings thou haft perfected 
“¢ praife.”” 

Thus I have endeavored to 
prove the moral perfe€tion or 
goodaefs of God, from that facul- 
ty common to men by which we 
difcern the difference between 
right and wrong in moral con- 
duét——from the nature of the 
actions, confcience approves, as 
promoting ; and of thofe aétions, 
which confcience difapproves, as 
injuring the common interefts of 
fociety ; combined with the con- 
fideration, that God has conne&- 
ed delight with the practice of 
the former, and remorfe with the 
practice of the latter, by a law 
which gives a foretafte of its own 
fanctions—from the abfurdity of 
the fuppofition that God, if a 
malevolent being, would give a 
faculty to creatures to difcern his 
own moral deformity, and fo to 
say them under obligation to hate 
him—from the laws, by which 
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and fatisfies the defires of every 
living thing, and from the tefli- 
mony of fcripture, that the good- 
nefs of God is proved by his 
works of creation and common 
providence : Alfo, to fhow, that 
the objeGtion arifing from the ex- 
iftence of fin and mifery in the 
world has no weight, becaufe it 
cannot invalidate proof which is 
fhown to be conclufive, becaufe 
men as finners deferve all the fuf- 
ferings which they endure in this 


| life and much more, and becaufe 


the fyftem of divine operation is 
not yet fully unfolded, or brought 
to its ultimate iffue: that, on the \ 
contray, they, in truth, increafe 
the evidence of God’s goodnefs : 
that fufferings do this as tending 
either to guard the body from 
fatal mifchiefs, or the foul from 
that utter deftrugtion which is the 
end of a courfe of vice, and to keep 
the earth from being filled with 
violence, and fo they are premon- 
itory: or to fhow the divine 
righteoufnefs, as governor of the 
world, and avenger of all wicked- 
nefs, and fo they are either cor- 
reCtive or vindictive : that fin does 
this, becaufe the finner alone is 
to blame for his fin, and not its 
caufe, whatever that may be, and 
itis neceflary to give occafion to 
the difplays of the divine right- 
eoufnels, and of courfe is as im- 
portant, as an event, as thofe dif- 
plays themfelves. Further, I have 
endeavored to trace the perfection 
of God’s work in its being fitted 
to fhow not only that he is good, 
but that none other is inherently 
and effentially fo, and that all 
perfeCtion whether natural or mor- 
al in creatures emanates from him, 
as ftreams from the fountain ; in 
the various degrees of being and 
excellence imparted to creatures 
in their firft formation, with a 
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cial obfervers efteem defests or | 


blanks in the creation—in the fin 
and utter and eternal deftruction 
of Lucifer fon of the morning, 
with his hoft of rebel angels, who, 
at firft, were probaby the nobleft 
creatures of God, and the fover- 
eign difcrimination between them 
and thofe who kept their firft 
eitate—in the fall of man, the 
loweft order of rational creatures, 
tothe depth of mifery and wretch- 
ednefs, and his recovery, by 


Chrift, to the fublimeft heights of | 


creature happinefs and glory, even 
to fit down with him in his 
throne, as he is fet down with the 
Father in his throne—in the 


richesof divine grace manifelted in 


the origin, developement, and 


completion of the plan of recov- | 


ery in general, and particularly 
in the events of God’s common 
providence—in the objects of Di- 
vine mercy, whether individuals 
or nations—in the difcipline which 


God has chofen to train up his | 
people for the heavenly inherit- 


ance——and in the inftruments 
which he has employed in falva- 
tions, from time to time, wrought 
out for his people, and particular- 


gofpel. 


remarks, God is in himfelf in- 
vifible to creatures, except in his 
Operations and atts; indeed, the 
character of no agent whatever 


can be difcerned by creatures, in- | 
tultively ; they are known by | 


their operations and ais only. 
No man hath feen God at any 
time 5 the only begotten Son, 
wo is in the bofom of the Fa- 
ther, he hath declared him ; ] 
he hath declared him by 

works of creation, providence 


ae Ley wee 
recen ption. 


his 
and 
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fitievents, without 
cutinction, are the fruit of his 
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agency ; he operates in all crea- 
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tures and things in the natural 
and in the moral world ; the 
hearts of all are m his hand, and 
he turneth them as the rivers of 
water are turned. Many devices 
are in the heart of man, but the 
counfel of the Lord that fhall 
ftand. The fin, the mifery, the in- 
firmitics and imperfections of crea- 
tures, are effential in his plan of de. 
claringthe character of God ; they 


are efiential to his own. manifett- 


ation inthe fiefh ; and to the ex. 
iftence of fuch a character as Eo- 
MANUEL Gop witH us. This 
glorious charatter is the power of 
God andthe wifdom of God ; he 
is the ONLY BEGOTTEN Of the 
Father full of grace and truth. 
In him the wrath of God is re- 
vealed from heaven againit ali 
ungodlinefs and unrighteoufnefs 
of men ; he has perfectly declar- 
ed by his work as Mrpiaror the 
love of God and the righteoufnefs 
of God. In him mercy and truth 
have met together, righteoufnefs 
and peace have kiffed each other. 


| And through him will the beauty 


and glory of the ONLY LIVING 
Gop be feen and enjoyed forever 


| by the holy inhabitants of heav- 
ly in the great falvation of the | 


en. Thushe is the brightnefs of 


| God’s glory and the exprefs im- 
I will clofe with the following 


age of his perfon, The exiftence 
of fin and mifery then is as impor- 


tant as the exiftence, manifeita- 


| tion and eternal duration of fuch 


acharacier, Again, 

No event whatever, confidcred 
as the fruit of divine agency, 
fhuns the fevereit ferutiny of rea- 
fon. The general good requires 
that fome creatures fhould be vef- 
fels of mercy prepared unto glory, 
and others veilels of wrath fitted 
to deftruction; and the fover- 
eignty of God, in fo difpofing, is 


| aholy, wife and good fovereignty. 


eachices 
Whatever 


objections then we find 
in our hearts to fuch a difpofal 








Si, 


‘ural 
the 
and 
8 of 
ices 
the 
hall 


In- 


de. 
1ey 


iff 





1802. } 


muft origniate from fin, and not 
from realon. As we have nothing 
to obje&t then on the ground 
of reafon it becomes us to be 
humble for the perverfe oppofition 
we experience to the fovereignty 
of God in our depraved hearts, 
and to bow to the dominion of 
God only wife; faying with Mo- 
fes: “ He is the rock, his work 
‘is perfect ; for all his ways are 
« judgment, a God of truth, and 
‘ without iniquity : juft and right 
‘is he.” 

In this feeble attempt to trace 
the perfe&tion of God’s work, I 
have chiefly attended to fuch parts 
of it as inconfideration or per- 
verfenefs are apt to pronounce 
biemifhes. If I have in any good 
meafure fucceeded in vindicating 
thefe from fo foul an afperfion, 
and juftified the ways of God, I 
fhall have attained an important 
obje& in view, and efpecially if I 
have fhown with fatisfatory evi- 
dence, that they are an impor- 
tant medium of proof of the truth 
of this propofition, That there is 
none good but one, that is God: for 
this is a truth, of all others the 
moft important, as it lies at the 
foundation of the happinefs of 
God’s kingdom, and of his own 


eternal praife. OMICRON. 


On the comfort of the Holy Ghoft. 
Y the comfort of the Holy 
Ghoft, we may underftand 
all that f{piritual fupport, refrefh- 
ment and joy, which the people 
of God experience in confequence 
and by virtue of their union to 
Chrift by faith. The term com- 


fort which is nearly fynonymous 
with confolation, prefuppofes af 
fliction, or dittre 3 but implies 
that fome agreeable object, or 
truth is prefented to the mind 
which gives relief and fupport. 
‘Thus it is ufed in the following 
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expreffions in facred writ. 
‘‘ Therefore brethren, we were 
comforted over you in all our 
affiction and diftrefs, by your 
faith.”’—** God—who comfort- 
eth us in all our tribulation, that 
we may be able to comfort them 
who are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourfelves 
are comforted of God.”’ 

The comfort experienced by 
Chriftians, i in all their tribulation, 
is from the Holy Ghoit as the 
author, or efficient caufe ; and is 
therefore called, Aéts ix. 31. 
“ The comfort of the Holy Ghoft.”” 
Agrecably to this, Chrift, when 
he promifed to his difciples to 
fend them the Holy Spirit, de- 
nominated him the Comforter. 
“ I will pray the Father, and he 
fhall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for- 
ever, even the Spirit of truth.” 
It is true the feriptures reprefent 
God the Father as the duthor 
and giver of all comfort ; and the 
Son alfo, as being anointed * to 
bind up the broken hearted, and 
comfort all that mourn.’ But 
notwithftanding thefe reprefenta- 
tions, and in perfet confiitency 
with them, the Holy Spirit, in 
the economy of redemption, is 
“the Comforter’’—the author of 
all comfort to the children of 
God. The Father comforts ; 
but it is by his Spirit, even the 
Comforter. Chri? alfo comforts 
and binds up the broken hearted; 
but it is by the efficiency of the 
Holy Spirit.—The Spirit of God 
is the great agent, in the new 
creation and every thing which 
pertains to it. He is the author 
of regeneration to the elect—of 
fandiif fication to the regenerate— 
of comfort to the fanétified—and 
of all the gifts for edification which 
in the divine wifdom and fover- 
eignty are beftowed upon the 
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church.—He applies the redemp- 
tion purchafed by Chrift, to all 
thofe who are givenhim by the Fa- 
ther. As he formed a natural body 
for Chrift, fo he forms for himalfo, 
a myfical bedy, and preferves and 
fupports it, and all its members ; 
and fupplies them with whatever is 
neceflary to their being built up 
in hAolinefs and comfort, through 
faith unto falvation. And as he 
is no lefs the author of comfort to 
Chriftians, than of /andification, 
and all /piritual gifts ; fo he may 
be properly ftyled “¢ the Comfort- 
er,’ and the comfort which he 
gives may be called “ the comfort 
of the Holy Ghoft.”” Confider- 
ing the Holy Ghoft, therefore, as 
the author of ail Chriflian com- 
fort, we may inquire relative to 
the foarces from whencc it is de- 
rived, and the way and means by 
which it 1s communicated. 

The great fources of Chriftian 
comfort are the divine perfections ; 
or the things of God and his 
kingdom. And the chief inftru- 
ment or mean by which the Spirit 
of God brings thefe fources into 
the view of the mind, for comfort, 
is, the {criptures, or word of God. 
Tn this, as in every other refpeét, 
God has magnified his word above 
all his name. As the Holy Spi- 
rit fandifies the people of God by 
his truth, fo he comforts them by 
the fame means, the truth, or 
word of God. Accordingly the 
apoitle fays * whatfocver things 
were written aforetime, were writ- 
ten for our learning, that we thro 
patience and comfort of the {crip- 
tures might have hope.’”? The 
‘fcriptures therefore, are a mcan of 
comfort : But they are fo, only 
in the hand, or by the * miniftra- 
tion of the Spirit.” They con- 
tain a revelation of the things of 
God and his kingdom: And by 
attention to the reading of them, 
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and to the word preached, fome 
fpeculative knowledge of thefe 
things may be obtained; yet 
that f{piritual knowledge and view 
of them by which they become 
fources of true comfort is given 
only by the efficiency of the Ho. 
ly Spirit—the Comforter. There. 
fore Chrift faid when he promifed 
the Comforter, to his people, 
« But the Comforter who is the 
Holy Ghoft, whom the Father 
will fend in my name, he fhall 
teach you all things—He will 
guide you into all truth—For he 
fhall not fpeak of himfelf ; but 
whatfoever he fhall hear, that fhall 
he fpeak, and he will fhow you 
things to come.”” By not fpeak- 
ing of himfelf, but {peaking what- 
ever he fhail hear, is meant that 
he fhall not teach any thing con- 
trary to what Chriit taught—nor 
bring or apply any thing to the 
minds of Chriftians for confola- 
tion, which is not according to 
the fcriptures, or written word of 
Chrift. The words might have 
partial reference to a further reve- 
lation to be given by the Spirit to 
enlarge the canon of {fcripture, 
which was not then completed. 
But fo far as they refpected the 
office of the Comforter to Chrif- 
tians in general, or in after ages, 
they are to be underftood as above. 
It is added—** He fhall glorify 
me, for he fhall receive of mine, 
and fhall /how it unto you. All 
things that the Father hath are 
mine. Therefore faid I, he fhall 
take of mine, and fhall Jhow it unto 


you.” 


The things which are Chriff’s, 
and which are the Father’s alfo, 
as here mentioned, are the things 
which are contained in the {ecrip- 
tures, relating to the perfon, offi- 
ces, and work of Chrift; and 
whatever refpeéts the plan, de- 
figns, and government of God. 
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Now it is the office of the Com- 
forter to /bow or reveal thefe 
things to the people of God. In 
difcharge of this office, he gives 
to them a clear and fpiritual view 
of truth, or a fenfe of the reality 
and glory of the things revealed 
in the fcriptures. Without this 
divine teaching and influence of 
the Spirit, the word, though 
clearly exhibiting the moft im- 
portant truths, would remain a 
dead letter—incapable of giving 
any {piritual confolation or Chrif- 
tian comfort to the foul. To 


this purpofe are the words of the , 
apoftle 1. Cor. ii. chap. “ As it | 


is written, eye hath not fen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for 
them that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit : For the Spirit fearch- 
eth all things, yea the deep things 
of God. For what man know- 
eth the things of a man, fave the 
fpirit of a man which is in him? 
Even fo, the things of God know- 
eth no man but the Spirit of 
God. Now we have received, 
not the fpirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which is of God that 
we might éaow the things that are 
freely given us of God.—But the 
natural man receiveth not the things 
) fe Spirit of God, for they are 

ifhnefs unto him ; neither can 
he know them, becaufe they are 
Spiritually difcerned.” 

The things of Chrift and of 
God, are in the word fet before 
the minds of natural men, but 
they do not * receive” or ** know 
them.” They do not perceive 
their true nature and glory. So 
far as they at any time feel a 
convidion of the truth they are 
exercifed with pain. Truth will 
always be painful to a corrupt 
heart. But in the fandified there 

Vou. Jil. No. 2. 


is a foundation laid to derive peace 
and comfort from divine truth. 
It is to thofe in whom the Holy 
Spirit hath begun this foundation, 
that he communicates comfort by 
the inftrumentality of the fcrip- 
tures. To do this to the beft ad- 
vantage, he places them in thofe 
circumftances of trial which are 
needful to give them an experi- 
mental knowledge of their owa 
nothingnefs and abfolute depend- 
ence, and in thefe fituations brings 
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to their remembrance, and imprefies 
upon their minds, in their reality 
and importance, the things of 
God and his kingdom, as contain- 
ed in his word. 

Many and various are the for- 
rows, afflitions and difcourage- 
ments of God’s children, on ac- 
count of their own great deficien- 
cies and declenfions and in view 
of their numerous enemies within 
and without—the great oppofi- 
tion they fee to the kingdom of 
Chrift, and the triumphing of 
its enemies. There is no afflic- 
tion, or difcouragement which 
they can be under, but there are 
alfo, in the word of God, many 
declarations relative to the divine 
chara&ter and government, and 
many precious promifes, exactly an- 
fwering to their fituation. The/e 
the Spirit of God applies for their 
fupport and comfort, fo that they 
can adopt the words of the apef- 
tle with application to themfelves, 
“ as forrowful, yet always rejcic- 
ing”? Are they in circumftances 
of poverty and want, or afflicted 
with pain, ficknefs, loffes or be- 
reavements ? They learn their de- 
pendence and the vanity of this 
world—They look to God thro’ 
his word, and eye the divine hand 
in all their circumftances—They 
truft in God as their portion, and 
rejoice that he reigns. ‘They 
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knoweth not of. “ The Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken | 


‘ 
1 


away—bleffed be the name of the | é 
Lord’’——** Whom have I in hea- | of falvation than that in the gof. 
ven but thee? and there is none | 


on earth I defire befides thee.” 
Do they look round on children, 
families and friends, with rifing 


anxiety, beholding them expofed 


to be left orphans, defencelefs, and 
furrounded by all the fnares of 
an alluring, delufive world, and 
in the midft of prevailing vice, 
error and impiety ? Yet in view 
of the perfections of God—his 
oly and wife providence and the 
precious truths and promifes of 
his word, they can cheerfully com- 
mit allto him—leave the morrow 
to take thought for the things of 
itfelf, and find comfort and fup- 
port in the confideration of their 
dependence. Are they bowed 
down with a fenfe of their infuf- 
ficiency and weaknefs, and their 
pronenefs to wander from God 
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through the power of indwelling 
fin? The Holy Spirit, faithful 
to his office as Comforter, fets be- 
fore them the divine charaéter, 
and the precious promifes of God 
to his children, that he will never 


suse 


that his grace fhall be fufficient 





for them—and that as their day 
is fo fhall their frength be. Thus 
they are ftrengthened and comfort- 
ed—and while they loathe them- 
felves, and are difpofed to fay 
with the apoftle, «* O wretched 
man that I am, who fhall deliver | 
me from the body of this death,” | 
they can add alfo with him, «I | 
thank God, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord.”? And even when 
they are in darknefs, doubts and 
fears, relative to the ground of 
their perfonal hope, divine truth 
is by the Holy Spirit, made a 


comfort and fupport, fo that they 
can fay, “ though he flay me, yet | 





| 
| 
| 
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will I truft in him.’’—Pleafed 
with the divine character and law 
—and defiring no other method 


pel, the language of their hearts 


is, * let the Lord be magnified.” 


Thus there is a degree of Chrif. 
tian comfort and fupport, in th 
truly humble foul, even when in 

eat doubt relative to a perfonal 
intereft in Chritt. A fpiritual 
view of God and divine things is 
always accompanied with a de- 
gree of joy and comfort to the 
foul. 

Again——Are the people. of 
God pained and diftreffed in view 
of abounding iniquity, and the 
danger and perifhing ftate of fin- 
ners ? They are comforted by the 
confideration that the Lord will 
do whatfoever feemeth good in 
his fight—that the refidue of the 
Spirit is with him—that he has 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs, and 
while he can have mercy on whom 
he will have mercy, the great 
object and defire of his heart is, 
to glorify the riches of his grace, 
and thereby promote the higheft 
happinefs of his kingdom. 
And when the ways of Zion 
mourn, and the enemies of Chrift 
lift up their heads and triumph in 





| expectation of the downfal of his 


church—ftill they find comfort 
and fupport in confideration of the 
rock on which it is built—and in 
view of the promifes of God that 
the gates of hell fhall not prevail 


| againft it—and that the wrath of 


man fhall praife him, and the re- 
mainder of wrath he will reftrain. 
Thus forrows, trials, imperfec- 
tions, the temptations of the 
world—all the various circum- 
{tances and fituations in which 
Chriftians are placed, are defigned 
and overruled for their good. It 
is to give them opportunity of be- 
coming experimentally acquainted 
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with the fulnefs of God—even 
all the things of Chrift and of 
God which are contained in the 
lorious truths and precious pro- 
mifes of the gofpel. The Com- 
forter, in performance of his of- 
fice work brings thefe things to 
their remembrance, when needed, 
and fo opens, applies and enforces 
them, that believers are fupported 
and ftrengthened, and built up in 
holinefs and comfort to eternal life. 
From thefe obfervations rela- 
tive to the way and means by 
which the Spirit of God commu- 
nicates comfort to his people, and 
the fources from which it is de- 
rived, the true nature of Chrif- 
tain comfort appears. It is of a 
divine and holy nature. It im- 
plies the exercife cf gracious af- 
fection ; and, fo far as it is really 
experienced by any perion, affords 
certain evidence of an intereft in 
Chrift. Many have had what they 
indeed called Chriftian comfort ; 
but it was not the comfort of the 
Holy Ghoft, nor fuch as to af- 





ford any evidence of a union of | fluence. 


heart to the divine character. 
They have had high and raptur- 
ous emotions, arifing from a fup- 


—— 











fideration of thefe things, implies 
a moral tafte in belie to 
them. The affections therefore, of 
love, joy and delight in God, are 
gracious affetions. And as it is 
evident that no comfort can be 
derived from a view of the divine 
character, any farther than it ex- 
cites thofe and other gracious af- 
fections implied in them, it there- 
fore follows that Chriftian com- 
fort will ever be in proportion to 
the degrce of gracious affeétion in 
the foul, and that Chriftian hope 
and affurance will ordinarily fol- 
low with proportional clearnefs 
and itrength. In this view it 
appears, alfo, that a life of reli- 
gion is far from being a gloomy 
and uncomf rtable life. So far as 
we have any true religion, we have 
the Spirit of God and the com- 
fort of the Holy Ghoft. If Chrif- 
tians are at times cold and com- 
fortlefs, it is owing to their own 
deficiency in grace—it is becaufe 
they have grieved the Spirit of 
God, and are deprived of his in- 
Chrift has indeed pre- 
died worldly tribulation to his 
followers, as the confequence of 
their adherence to him ; but he 


pofition that God has pardoned | has added .the gracious promife, 
their fins and become their recon- | “in me ye fhail have peace.” 
ciled God and Father—a comfort | —Nor has his truth or faithful- 


which every finner may have who | 


can flatter himfelf that he is thus 
fafe, though his heart may be un- 
renewed, and totally unreconciled 
to the true character of God. 
But the comfort of the Holy 
Ghoft, being 'a fruit of the Spirit, 
is of a holy nature, and _neceffari- 
ly implies an holy tafte, The 
fources from which it is derived, 
or the obje&s in view of which 
the mind is delighted and flrength- 
ened, are the things of God—the 
divine perfetionsand grovernment. 
Dut to be delighted, ftrengthened 
end comforted by a view or con- 


nefs failed. ‘To take up the crofs 
and follow Chrift, involves many 
forrows and trials,.yet according 
to his promife we have a comfort 
and fupport under them—a joy 
and peace in God, which the 
world cannot give nor take away. 
“ For as the fufferings of Chrift 
abound in us, f2 our confolation alfa 
aboundeth by Chrif.’’ 
PIIILOS. 





Thoughts on the finner’s controver fy 
with God. 
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antly taught by his word. The 
fame is Seicly inferred, from the 
evil of their doings. The apof- 
tolic exhortation would be perti- 
nent on no other ground : 2 Cor. 
v. 20.» Now then we are ambaffa- 
dors for Chrift ; as though God did 
befeech you by us, wepray you in 
Chrifts flead be ye reconciled to God. 
The fubjeéts of divine grace 
were once enemies 3 for they were 
by nature children of wrath, even 
asothers. Accordingly faith the 
apoftle to the Colofs,i,21. And 
you, who were fome time alicnas 
ted, and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works, yet now hath he 
reconciled. ‘The fame apoftle to 
the Romans fays, The carnal mind 
is enmity againfi God. But mul- 
titudes, who yield fome general 
affent to the truth and impore 
tance of revealed religion, have 
never been convinced, that they 
were enemies to the true charac- 
ter of Jehovah, and thence engae 
ged in an unrighteous controverfy 
with him, This, however, may 
be true in fa&, tho’ they never 
were convinced of it ; and even 
tho’ they imagine, that their 
whole heart is right with God. 
Men are naturally blind to them- 
felves. It is an high attainment, 
for any one, to know the plague 
of his own heart. Men are liable 
to remain ignorant of their con- 
troverfy with God, by thinking 
him altogether fuch an one as 
themfelves. To think thus of 
God is natural to all men, as fin- 
ners. In this miftake they would 
always continue, unlefs it were 
reCtified, by a conviction of the 
truth. Men are often kept in 
blindnefs, as to their controverfy 
with God, and the enmity of 
their heart towards him, by a 
groundlefs perfuafion of his love 
to them, and that this love will, 
eventually, fecure their happinefs. 








So long as they remain in this mif. 
take, it will be as impoffible to 
convince them, that they are en. 
emies to God, as that they dire. 
ly hate themfelves, which they 
know is nottrue. Numbers who 
feemed to themfelves at peace 
with God, while under this mif. 
take, have been afterwards convin« 
ced, that they had been making 
lies their refuge. 

The ground of controverfy, 
on the part of men, isa fupreme 
regard to their own intereft. It 
is fimilar, in this refpect, to all 
thofe controverfies among men, 
which originate in their felfifh pafs 
fions and lufts. Men have need 
only to be apprized of the truth, 
as to the real character and purpo- 
fes of Jehovah, to fee and know, 
that their hearts are in dire€t op- 
pofition to him, and his holy gov- 
ernment. Thetruth of this may 
be illuftrated by the following fie 
militude. 

A perfon, in whofe vicinity I 
live, and who unites the moft 
amiable character with all the re. 
quifite means of doing good, has 
a claim on me, toa certain amount. 
The fum due is not beyond my 
ability to pay, at any time, were 
I honettly difpofed. He notifies 
me of his claim, and that the 
payment cannot be difpenfed with. 
[ acknowledge his claim, in words, 
but ftill delay the fatisfa&tion ; 
yea, am difhoneft enough to harbor 
a fecret purpofe of defrauding him 
out of the whole. This I refolve 
to do, at leaft fo long as it can 
be done, with fafety to my per- 
fon and intereft. My creditor, 
mean while, finds motives to im- 
prove every occafion, for fhowing 
me kindnefs. Thefe are daily 
furnifhed, by numerous wants of 
mine, which he is careful to re- 
lieve, though unafked. Fromall 
this I infer, that, however juft 
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' juftifiable, in pouring out com- 
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his claim, and whatever he may 
fill fay of its being indifpenfible, 
he is Deretly determined to let it 
remain unfatisfied, yea, to dif- 
penie, at laft, with both princie 
paland intereft. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, and miftaking his 
true charatter, I feem to have | 
great refpect for him, and often 
fpeak of him accordingly. I 
would refent a fuggeition of being 
at variance with him, or even of 
harboring the feeds of an unfriend- 
ly thought towards him, in my 
heart. The time comes, howev- 
er, when my creditor can no lon- 
ger forbear, confiftently with his 
extenfive views of doing good, 
and promoting the general happi- 
nefs. He is hence led to take 
fuch meafures as convince me, 
that he feels himfelf wronged by 
my delays, and that his claim, fo 
far from being relinquifhed, mut | 
be fatisfied ;——that in cafe of re- 
fufal I muft meet a profecution at 
law, which will involve me in ex- 

nfe and ruin. I now difcover, 
for the firft time, that the whole 
of my feeming refpect, and fenfe 
of obligation, were founded in a 
falfe idea, that my indulgent cred- 
itor had too much partiality for 
me and my intereft, ever to en- 
force his claim. But no fooner 
am I convinced of the truth, than 
all my former feelings give place 
to refentment and oppoiition. I 
labor to obliterate a fenfe of paft 
obligations, and to think myfelf 





plaints of hard ufage. My firft 
ftep is to find means of defence ; 
yea am refolved that his claim 
fhall be realized, only at the end 
of the law. It is now decided, that 
I havea controverfy with him, in 
earncft. It is remarkable too, 
that all this takes place, without 
the leaft change of chara@er, on cither 











fide, My generous and long in- 
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dulgent creditor has ated like 
himfelf, —from the pureft motives, 
and in a manner, which all honeft 
minds mutt approve. I, too, am the 
felf fame character, and governed 
PY the fame motives as before. 

he apparent change, in my feel- 
ings and conduét, is a genuine re- 
fult of the fame motives, under 
the prefent change of circumftan- 
ces. Loving myfelf fupremely, 
which is the fource of every un- 
_——_ controverfy, I am full 
of diflike and enmity. Yea my 
feelings become implacable, to 
fuch a degree, that, with fufficient 
power, 1 would not merely de- 
fraud him of his due, but fpoil 
him of all he poffeffes, and enrich 
myfelf, by hisentire ruin. The 
only reafon, fairly affignable is, 


that my creditor will not facrifice, 


| tomy felfifh and difhoneft withes, 


what can be no longer difpenfed 
with, confiftently with juftice to 
himfelf, and with benevolence to 
the multitudes, who are always 
dependant on his charity. 

The application of this fimili- 
tude is plain and eafy. Miftaking 
at once the charaéter of God, 
and their own, men ufually flat- 
ter themfelves, that they are at 
peace with him. They are too 
pure in their own eyes, and withal 
too blindto the plague of theirown 
hearts, to admit, as poffible, that 
thefe fhould be fraught with en- 
mity againft him, though they 
defraud him every moment of his 
due. They can even imagine 
themfelves well affefted towards 
God, and very thankful under the 
receipt of his mercies, while treaf- 
uring up unto themfelves wrath, 
in the abufe of them. But let 
the light break in upon their con- 
{ciences, fo as to fhow them the 
truth of fa&ts; let them fee, that 
the meafures his infinite benevo- 
lence is taking, to promote his 
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ewn glory and the happinefs of his 
holy kingdom, mutt be deftruc- 
tive of all their felfith fchemes 
and hopes; that he has not ree 
mitted his claims to their whole 
hearts ; that he holds them guilty 
and condemned, and for ought 
they have prefent reafon to hope, 
will treat them as veffels of wrath, 
fitted for deftruction ; yea, that 
there is no hope for them, but in 
his fovereign and uncovenanted 


mercy ;—let all this be realized, | 
and the conviction will be inevita- 

ble, that theirs is the carnal mind, | 
'and know 


which is enmity againit God. Of 
all this multitudes are, one time or 
ether, convinced, to their confu- 


fion and difmay. Of this all mutt | 
be convinced in time, or by the | 
light of eternity, when there will | 


be no hope. 
In the view taken of this fub- 


ject, we fee the fource of all the | 


oppofition which is felt, and often 
expreffed, to the diltinguifhing 
and holy doGtrines of the gofpel. 
We here fee the only fource of 
oppofition to the dottrines of di- 
vine decrees, election, fovereign- 
ty, and diftinguifhing grace.— 
Thefe are doétrines revealed and 
clearly taught, in the word of 
God. As fuch they belong to 
men. Were men’s hearts right 
with God,—were thefe filled with 
that difintcrefted and holy love, 
which is the fulfilling of the law, 
fuch doétrines would be their re- 
joicing and hope. Did men love 
God with all the heart and repofe 
anfwerable confidence in the per- 


fe& wifdom and holinefs of his | 
government, they could find no 
objeétion to his having foreordain- | 


ed whatfoever cometh to pafs ; or 


counfel of his owa will, They 
would, m lke manner, acknow!l- 
edge his richt of doing what he will 


wiih his own, and be pleafed, that | 
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he fhould have mercy on whom hs 
will have mercy. - Knowing that 
all might otherwife be loft, the 
coming and work of Chrift not. 
withftanding, they would be glad, 
with exceeding joy, that God had, 
from the beginning, chofen fome 
of mankind to falvation, through 


| the fanétification of the Spirit and 
| belief of the truth ;—that thefe 


fhould in due time be called, with 
an holy calling, and be to the 
praife of the glory of his grace, 
Inthe diflike, which is manifefted 
to thefe doctrines, we may fee 
men’s oppofition of 
heart to the true character of Jr- 
KOVAH, any profefflions of the 
contrary notwithftanding. 

We further fee, in the light of 
this fubjet, the fearful danger 


| men are in of making lies their 


refuge, and thence being deceived, 
to their utter deftrucétion. So 


| longasthey make fhift to quiet 


their minds, with mifapprehen- 
fions of the attributes and defigns 
of God, they will. never embrace 
the truth, as itis in Jefus. This 
they will never do, nor fecl the 
need of doing, till made acquaint- 
ed with the exifling controverfy 
between God and them. Hence, 
how important to be thoroughly 
convinced of the truth! The gof- 
pel reconciliation will otherwife 


| be foolifhnefs to them, and thence 


| be defpifed and neglected. 


Asa 
proper and neceffary mean of con- 
vincing men of the truth, of what 
vali importance, to exhibit the 
attributes and government of the 
blefled Jehovah, by the light of 
his word, and with thefe the glo- 
rious and diftinguifing do&rines 


|of his grace! ‘hefe are often 
. . . 7 7 | 
to his working all things after the | 


made the wifdom and power of 


| God, to the fslvation of fouls. 


Though they fail of this effect on 
muititudes, cvery mouth will be 


itopped, the impenitent have ng 
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cloak for their fins, and God be 
glorified in their juft pwmifhment. 

Hence finally, how vaft the du- 
ty and importance of reconcilia- 
tion to God! Without this, there 
can be no peace nor falvation to 
the wicked. Without this, they 
could not enjoy a moment’s hap- 


pinefs, though God fhould admit 





them to dwell, eternally, in the 
prefence of his glory ! Continuing 
their controverfy with him, they 
mutt ere long fuffer the dire exe- 
cution of the fentence, which is 
written for their admonition, But 
thofe mine enemies, who would not 
that I foould reign over them, bring 
hither and flay them before me. | 
| 


TROPHIMUS. 
The ufes, defigns and inflrudions of 
the book of Revelation. 





Min people confider the | 
book of Revelation fo myf- 


terious and intricate, that they ex- , 
pect they can obtain very little, if 
any ufeful inftruétion from it. All 


appears quite unintelligible, except | 


that which is written in the be- 


ginning, to the feven churches of | 


Afia: They find no ufe for the 
reft. Yet all, who acknowledge 
the divine authenticity of the holy 
{criptures, muft admit, that this 
book was given us by God ; and 
certainly, no part of it was given 
usin vain. We can by proper 
application, obtain that infiruction 
from it, which the moft High in- 
tended to furnifh. We ought not 
therefore to lay it afide as ufelefs, 
-—as a book from which we can 
obtain no valuable inftruction, ef. 
pecially as in the book itfelf, we 
are calied upon to attend to it, 
and are affured that he is blefed, 
who readeth and heareth and 
Eeepeth the prophecies of this 
book. 

This book contains by way of 
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prophecy, a general account of 
the world from the time in which 
it was written, to the final judg- 
ment: yet the prophecies are de- 


| fignedly wrapped up in figurative 


language, and are fo general, that 
it 1s evident it never was intended 
to afford mankind a knowledge of 
future events in detail, or enabie 
us to foreknow what is to be the 
event of wars, or the fate of par- 
ticular nations, what herefies will 
prevail, or in what ages and na- 
tions they will fpread, and perhaps 
it does not furnifh us with fufii- 
cicnt information to decide the 
precife time, when the more re- 
markable events, which are fore- 
told, fhall be accomplifhed. Man- 
kind have a flrong propenfity to 
pry into future events; this ap- 
pears by the idle attention which 


| they have paid toaftrology, omens, 


and familiar {pirits in former ages, 
and to gypfies, noifes, dreams and 
unfortunate days, at the prefent. 
And it is pofitble that many peo- 
ple, when they read this holy 
book, confult it with a view to 
learn the fortune of nations, and 
the particular time when particu- 
lar events will take place. Many 


have undertaken by their inter- 
| pretations of this book, to tell the 


fortune of the world, have given 
their preditions with much affu- 
rance, and found themfelves dif- 
appointed. Others having fearch- 
ed it for the fame purpofe, have 
been convinced that it would not 
anfwer their defign, and have 
therefore rafhly concluded that it 
was of little ufe. This is proba- 
bly the true reafon why fo many 
negle& the ftudy of this book, as 
if no advantage could be derived 
from it. But is this a juft con- 
clufion? Is it true, that becaufe 
we cannot foretel future events by 
it in particular detail, that it is of 





| no ufe ? Or becaufe we cannot un- 
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derftand every thing before its | 


accomplifhment, which is figni- 
fied by its reprefentations, does it 
follow that nothing can be known, 
and that it is unprofitable? By no 
means. 
One defign of this book is to 
ive a reprefentation of the char- 


acter and employment of Chritt, 
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on earth given into his hands, 
in the exercife of an almighty 
providence over friends and éne. 
mies in this world, dire€ting all 
the fucceflive fcenes and events of 
it down to the final confumma. 
tion of all things. In the wri. 








tings of the evangelifts, he appear. 
ed weak and low, but in the 


fince his refurreCtion and afcenfion | Revelation, he appears in power 


to glory. 


Matthew, and the other evange- | 


lifts, we have the hiftory of Chrift , 


in his ftate of humiliation, when 
he appeared in the form of a fer- 
vant, defpifed, derided and put to 
an ignominious death. Though 
his divinity is there brought into 
view, yet his human nature, con- 
fifting of an human foul, and an 


In the writings of | and greatnefs, as being God in 


very deed. In the former, we 
have the gofpel of Chrift in his 
humiliation ; the latter may be 
called the gofpel of Chrift in his 
glory. This revelations is ne. 
ceflary to imprefs our minds with 
a fuitable reverence of his majefty, 
and a juft fenfe of his infinite con- 





defcenfion, when he gave himfelf 


human body, in low circumftan- | a facrifice for our fins ; and is 
ces, make the ftrongeft impref- | therefore of great ufe to his peo- 


fions on our minds. 
nature was not capable of forrow, 


His divine | 


ple. 
The Revelation is alfo evi- 


but his reafonable or human foul dently defigned to fix on our 


is there reprefented, as acquainted _ minds a full fenfe of the divine 


with griéf, fo that he faid to 
his friends, My foul is exceeding 
forrowful, even unto death. 
it was important that the church 
fhould have fome juft reprefenta- 


tions of him, in his prefent exalt- | 


ation, when his human foul and 


body are glorified, his divine per- | 


fetions more clearly exhibited, 
and his whole perfon feated on 
the throne of God, at the right 


en in the Revelation. 
book he is brought into view, 
decked with excellent majefty and 


But | 


| providence and agency, refpeéting 
| all events. Thefe are reprefent- 
edin the moft ftriking manner, 
_through the whole book. All 
the bleffings, and profperous days 
ofthe world, are reprefented as 
|coming immediately from the 
hands of God our Saviour, and all 


| the vials of his wrath are poured 
| out upon it at his command, and 


glory, fiting on the throne of the | 
univerfe, furrounded with an innu- | 


merable company of adoring in- 
telligences, all triumphing in his 
perfections, and awaiting his com- 
mands. Thus he appears infin- 
wtely more exalted, than when he 
dwelt in a mortal body. Here 
we fee him prefiding in heaven, 


_ by the miniftry of his angels.— 
hand of the Father. This is giv- | 
In _ this | 


In the firft great period of thefe 
prophecies, feven feals are opened 
by Chrift himfelf, that all the 
events which take place under 
them may be feen to be effeéted 
by his overruling providence.— 
Inthe next great period, Chrift 
is reprefented as fending forth 
feven angels, founding their feven 
trumpets, intimating that all the 
events of this period are the effects 
of his government.—After this, 





with all power in heaven and | 


feven angels come forth from 
Chrift, with feven vials, contain- 
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ing the feven laft plagues, in 
which is filled vp the wrath of 
God, that his agency may appear, 
in thefe difpenfations ‘of ven- 
geance.——In ae fourth great pe- 
riod, a mighty angel defcends 
from heaven, and binds Satan a 
thoufand vears, and a long feafon 
of peace, purity and profperity | | 
takes place, and earth very much 
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refembles heaven. This alfo is | 
the work of providence, in which | 
the agency of Chrift is very man. | 
ifeft.—After this Chrift will fuf- | 
fer Satan to be loofed a little | 
wiile, and fo things will be pre- | 
pared for our Lord, at the con- | 
clufion of the whole, to come to | 
judgment, deftroy the very frame ' 
of the world, condemn his enemies, | 
and receive his faints into his 
kingdom and glory.—We have, 
in many parts of the holy ferip. | 
tures, declarations of a divine pro- | 
vidence in the events which are | 
brought about in our world; but | 
we have no where, in all refpetts, 
fuch itriking reprcfentations of 
the dire&t agency of God, in all 
the affairs of the world, as in 
thefe prophecies. This is indeed 
the matter of the whole book. 
This is an ufeful and important 
lefion of inftruction ; and here 
Chrift is reprefented as a fover 
eign, difpenfing his dealings of 
providence as he pleafes. He is 
the potter, and men the clay. 
Anctherimportant truth, which 
the Revelation is defigned to 
imprefs on the minds of men, is 
the great love of Chrif to his 
church. When he was in his 
ftate of humiliation, he manifefted 
the tendereft affe€tion for his peo- 
ple ; and this book fhows, that it 
is not at all diminifhed fince he is 
fo highly exalted. This is evi- 
cent by the provifion he makes for 
his follow ers, under the perfecu- 
tions that they endure, and by the 


| book, 


- church ; 
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bleffednefs which he ensages to 
fuch as are martyrs in his caufe. 
None of the vials of his wrath are 
pourcd out upon them ; but all 
upon their enemies, and in their 
favor. And ia the iffue, every 
thing appears to have been or ‘onl 
ed with reference to their ever- 


fy: om ou od. 


It i is alio one wat of this 
to exhivit the mecknefs, 
faith, patience, perf feverance and 
general character of the faints. 
Thefe are illuftrated by the trials 
and temptations which they were 
to endure, and their conduct undex 
them. Perhaps thefe graces of 
the real Chriftian are no where in 
the bible fet for th, in a more ftri- 
king manner, or in a way better 
calc’ “late dto teach us our duty, 
and afford us an advantage for 
felf-examination, whether or not 
we have th§ Cnriftian {pirit. 
The defperate depravity of the 
human heart, i in its natural fate, 


is alfo fet forth ina ftriking way 


in this book. This is taught us 
by reprefeatations of the oppoft- 
tion made both by a rans and 
Antichrif, and ai laft b yy Gog 

and Magog, againft God and his 
and by their impeaitence 
and bl afohemi es, under the warn- 
ings given, and the calar nities 
brought upon them. This is fta- 
ted, as being very univerfa 


fuch as nothing but the power of 
| God can reduce. 


This 1s cer- 
tainly a truth very important to 
be eitablifhed in the contciences 
of men. 

The Revelation is alfo evi- 
dently defigaed as a warning to 
the wicked. No P: rt of the word 
of God fets forth his wrath againit 
the impenitent, and the certainty 
of their final deitruction, more for- 
cibly than this. Tue whoie nae 
reprefents them as accurfed « 

od, and the deaunciations of lis 


No. y V Le Lit, H 


— 
al el 


pesca ds 





nate ¥ 
re 


Shy et PO Pe ne gs 


| 
3 
5 
1 | 
| 


\ 
; 
; | 
' 
; 


> 





58 On the Revelation made to St. Fohn. 


anger againft them are delivered in 
determinate language, fitted to faf- 
ten upon their minds the neceffity 
of being reconciled to God, that 
they may efcape the great day of 
his wrath. It is difficult to con- | 
ceive, how any thing could be 
written more forcibly to difcou- 
rage iniquity, andto urge finners to | 
fly to Chrift, and efcape from the 
wrath to come, than what we here | 
find. They are fhown how all | 
their oppofition to the govern- 
ment of God, and their devices | 
againit the being and prefperity | 
of his church, fhall be totally de- | 
feated, and only ferve in the iffue, 
to add to the triumph and prof- | 
perity of the caufe and people of 
God, and fink themfelves into ut- 
ter perdition. 
This book is alfo full of fup- 
port, confolation and encourage- | 
ment to the faints, and brings the 
beft motives to incite them to 
hope, patience and fidelity in the | 
fervice cf God. Many parts of 
it are particularly defigned to com- 
fort the church, under the long 
ftate of trial and depreflion which 
is foretold. The faints are re- | 
minded, that all events are in the 
hands of their Lord, that he has | 
promifed them the victory, anc | 
that even in this world, the church | 
fhall enjoy his protection, and the 
profperity of the millennial ftate ; 
and thall hereafter be received into 
his prefence, and fee the everlaft- 
ing profperity of Chrift and his 
people, when all their enemies fhall 
be receiving the rewards of their 
ungodlinefs. ‘The motives which 
this book furnifhes to holinefs, 
render it a precious and profitable | 
portion of holy writ. Further: | 
The book of the Revelation is | 
cf ufe to confirm our belief in the | 
whole word of God. It contin- | 
ually gives increafing evidence of 
it liom age toage, by the accom. | 


| The ftate of the church, aad of 


| ble, and increafes their force and 


| tianity. 


| be affembled, and men fhall be 


[Avcusz2, 


plifhment of its prophecies. Many 
of thefe have been already accom. 
plifhed. The church has been 
perfecuted, and yet preferved,— 
the heathen Roman empire over. 
turned,—-Antichrift has arifen,and 
is far advanced on the decline, 


the world, has exactly anfwered 
the reprefentations given in the 
Revelation. The accomplifhment 
of the prophecies has explained 
them. The evidence arifing from 
this, ferves to confirm the direc- 
tions, promifes, threatnings and 
other inftructions of the whole bi- 


influence. This book therefore 
is worthy of ferious attention, as 
it bears an increafing teftimony to 
the truth and importance of Chrif- 


In addition to the ufes of this 
book, which have been mentioned, 
we may notice the warnings of 
Chriit to his churches, in the 
three firft chapters,—the evidence 
it gives, that in this life we are in 
a {tate of probation, and that a 
day of general judgment is draw- 
ing near, when the univerfe fhall 


judged, and rewarded, according 
to their deeds done here in the 
body. It aflures us that the con- 
cerns which are going on in our 
world, on account of their ama- 
zing importance, engage the at- 
tention and exertions of heaven 
and hell. All thefe confidera- 
tions are ferious motives, to per- 
fuade us to attend to the things 
which belong to our peace, be- 
fore they are hid from our eyes. 
It ought by no means to be 
fuppofed that the Revelation 
has no other ufes, but thofe 
which have now been mentioned ; 
for in reality, there is fearce a 
doctrine taught in the fcriptures, 
acommand given in the new tcl 
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tament, or 2 motive urged to en- 
force our duty, but what is one 
way or other illuftrated, confirm- 
edand imprefied upon us, with 
diftinguifhed advantage, in this 
facred book. Therefore howev- 
er myfterious and unintelligible it 
may be in fome things, efpecially 
when confulted with a view to 
explore future events, yet refpec- 
ing the ufes and inftru€tions now 
noticed, it is as plain, and as well 
adapted to the loweft capacities, 
as any part of the holy fcriptures. 

Finally : If we would read this 

book to advantage, we muft not 
be too anxious to underftand thofe 
things which are not tevealed in 
it,—which infinite wifdom did not 
intend we fhould know, before 
their accomplifhment. Some gen- 
eral views of future events God 
intended we fhould learn, particu. 
larly that the church fhould be 
fora long time perfecuted and 
ceprefled,—that great judgments 
fhould be poured out on the 
earth,—-that Satan fhould be 
bound,—the knowledge of the 
Lord cover the earth,h—wicked- 
nefs again take place,—and final- 
iy that Chrift fhould come to 
judgment. Somuch knowledge 
of futurity is ufeful, and fo much 
is very plain before its accomplith- 
ment. But there are things myf- 
terioufly predified, not to gratify 
our curiofity, but that their ac- 
complifhment may be an increaf- 
ing evidence to the holy fcrip- 
tures. 

Let us then fearch this book, 
for profit ; and it efpecially con- 
cerns us not to be fo eager to un- 
derfland what the author did not 
cefign to reveal, as to overlook 
and difregard the rich inftruCtions 
which are plainly taught, and 
which it is evidently the will of 
Chrift that we fhould principally 
vegard.—-When it is the leading 
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obje&t.of people to pry into myf- 
teries, and develope the fecret de« 
figns of the moft High, they are 
ready to difregard every thing 
plain, howeve? excellent and im- 
portant, as fomething vulgar, and 
below their aim, their imagination 
becomes heated, their fancy is fet 
at work, andthere have been ma- 
ny fad examples of the moft mif- 
chievous effeéts ; men have run 
mad in this way of ftudying the 
prophecies. But if we will dili- 
gently read them, that our hearts 
may be folemnly impreffed with 
the plain truths, ferious warnings, 
and other ufeful things which they 
afford, we fhall find abundant 
matter for Chriftian edification 
and comfort. G. 


The labor of perfons, divinely en- 
lightened, tlluftrated, and the fub- 
je applied to the confcience, ir 
four letters, from Viator te 
CarisTiANnus. 


LETTER 1. 


Dear Cueristian Frrenn, 

S we profefs to be Chriftians, 

it efpecially becomes us to 

fill up our time in the moft ufeful 

manner, and to give, or to res 

ceive inftru€tion, as opportunity 
may prefent. 

You will not think me too affu- 
ming, as I have pafled the mid- 
dle period of life, and have trav- 
elled confiderably, to point out 
fome of the failings of the pro- 
feffors of religion at this day, and 
to remind you, with myfelf, of our 
covenant vows—that it is our du- 
ty, and will be for our higheft in- 
tereft, often to refleft upon the 
mutability of this prefent world, 
and of ihe vaft importance of the 
one to which we are haftening— 
to refle&t upon our obligation, per- 
feveringly to ‘ run the race fet 





before us,’? and to make it our 


Re anpnay & 








refers 


conftant bufinefs to pleafe the di- 
vine Redeemer. 

The great apoftle to the Gen- 
tiles, addreffed his Chriftian friends 
at Corinth, in the following words. 
2 Corinthians v. 8, 9g. We are 
confident, 1 Jay cad willing rather to 
be akjent from the body to be prefent 
with the Lord. Wherefore we ta- 
bor that whether bref nt or abfcnt 
«pe may be accepted lof him.’? 

Thefe words evidently refpeét- 


ed the apoftles primarily, concern- 


ing whom it 1s faid in the prece- 


ding chapter, ‘* God who com- 


manded the light to fhine out of 


darknels, hath fhined into our 
hearts to give the light of the 


knowledge of the glory of God 


i the face of Jefus Chrift.”? But 
they oor focondarily refpect 
ail J , who are a@tually re- 


ee. Ao ae "Lf tn : 
newed by the Ho! j y Ghoit in every 
ey oh c 1 
age of the sare perfons who 
are aCtually, “ éreated in Chrift 
Fofire unt ne 4 +; > 2? h t] 
gers LO goca WOTKS, whetlitle 
er they be fews or G atiles, pub. 
hic minifter 


or private Chrituans. 
Notwihftanding the attach 
ment in 4.1 men, naturally, to this 


world, and their great Sesthvialtion 
to every thing of a ferious na 
thofe perfous into whofe hearts, 


“© God hath fhined,’”? are often 
“willing to be abfent from the 


body tobe prefent withthe Lord: 
and fo far as they are fandtified, 
they “labor whether prefent or 
ablent to be accepted of him.” 
Perfons divinely il!uminated, in- 
io whofe hearts “* God hath thi- 
ned,” to fhow his glory “ in the 
face of Tefus Chrift,”’ have a new 
nature; fo far therefore as they 
aét under its influence, or act in 
charaGer as Chriftians, they en- 
deavor to meet the approbation of 
him, who hath graciowly quick- 
ened them, and accepted their 
perfons in Chrift ; and given them 
the « foirit of ad option.” So fa 


The lator of Chriftians. 








{Avucusr, 


as this fpirit prev: uls in them, they 
realize that they, “ are bought 
with a price,”, and feel difpofed 
to pleafe him, “¢ who hath fo loved 
the world that he gave his only be. 
gotten fon that whofoever believ- 
eth in him fhould not pe erifh, but 
have everlafting life.” They are 
equally difpofed to pleafe him, 
“ who was wounded for their 
tranfereffions, and bruifed for their 
iniquities.”” They * are indeed 
dead unto fin, but alive unto God 
through Jefus Chrit.? Their 
language i is like that of the {weet 
finger of Ifrael, ** I delight to do 
ae will O my God ; yea thy law 
is in my heart.” 

As the affectionate wife, with 


_refpeét to her perfon, and the 


management of all her concerns, 


| feeks to pleafe her hufband, wheth- 


er fhe is tn, or out of his prefence, 
fo perfons enlightened into the 


truth, and allied to Chrift, who 


is *¢ the chiefeft among ten thou- 
faid and altogether lovely,”? much 


| more, * labor whether prefent or 


ture, } 


abfent to be accepted of him,” 
They labor to pleafe him, not 
merely in fome tranfient warmth 
of affection, or upon fome public 


' — 
occafion, but uniformly, and even 


ae e—e a 


in the moftretired fituation. Moft 
fincerely they adopt the following 
prayer, made by the man aftes 
God’s own heart, “ Search me, 
O God, and know my heart : try 
me, and know my thoughts. 
And fee if there be any — 
way in me, and lead me in the w 
aitine.’? 

{ am tar from fuppofing, that 
thoie enlightened from above, are 
perfect in the love of God and 
man; but imagine neverthelefs, 
that it is the governing defire of 
their hearts to love aud ferve the 
Lord— are difpofed to 


WwW: ich—pray— abe the good j fs cht 


oe 
ever, 


th ~ they 


seant Liicy 


of frith—t. lay hold upon eternal lige 










ee eee 










































——t0 s on unto perfection. Each one 


in the language of Paul fays, “I | 


count not myfelf to have appre- 
hended ; but this one thing I do, 
forgetting thofe things which are 
behind, I prefs toward the mark 
of the prize of the high calling 

of Ged in Chrift Jefus.”’ 
Tam, dear Chriftian Friend, 

yours in Chrift. 
VIATOR. 
(To be continued. ) 





Refleftions on God’s feeding his ane | 


cient church with Manna. 

Tis well known, to all, who 
have any acquaintance with 
faced hiftory, that the children 
i ¢ e = —. 1 . f 

Oc airaei, aiter they came out © 
the land of Egvpt, where they 
had endured moft cruel fervitude, 
were made to journey forty years 
through a wildeinefs, ‘This jour- 
ney, with all their wanderings and 
all the difficulties, dangers, and 
lofles they met with, was of divine 
appointment, and meceflary to 
prepare that people to enter the 
profnifed land. ‘The holy fover- 
eicn of the was now 
humbling and proving them.— 
Among the methods which God 
took toh umble Ifrael, Mofes par- 
ticularly fpeaks of his feeding 
7 . ee ad 
them with manna. Deut. viii. 16. 


° f 
icprte 
univers av 


Who fed thee in the cvilderne/s with 


manna, which thy fathers knew not, 
that he might humble thee, and that 
be might prove thee, to do thee got 
at thy latter end. 

This miraculous 
bread, rained down from heaven. 
It was to be found every day in 
the week, c xeepting the fabbath, 
No man was able to make the 
leaft gain of it, by gat hering large 
quantities; for if they leit the 
gatherings of one day over hig shit, 
by thé next mo 


manna was 


ring it WCW 
CO} tain w 01 ms, at nue become cne- 
nel ay ft far fe f 
wha - unnt awe Wile Ca 4a the fxih 


On God's feeding Ifrael with Manna. 


Or 


day, hovever, they might gather 
double the quantity which they 
cid oa other days, for fuch was 
the woaderful providence of God, 
that this bread from heaven, if 
laid up with reference to the fab- 
bath, would retain all its fwectnefs 
and delicioufnefs unhurt. Tho’ 
fo difficult to be k kept, in ordinary 
cafes, even overone night, yet Mo- 
fes, by divine command, laid up a 
pot of this manna, that fucceeding 
generations might fee with what 
bread God fed the children of 
Ifrael in the wildernefs ; and this 
was preferved hundreds of years. 
For the {pace of forty years, God 
ceafed not to fend a fupply of this 
| food for the whole congregation. 
Thus wonderfully did the Mot 
High diftinguif the children 
of Ifrael from al! other nations, by 
the manner of their being fupport- 





(ed. It was far from being fo 
with their fathers. Abraham, 


Ifaac and Jacob, from whom they 
defcended, were hufbandmen, and 
cultivators of oe earth, Aen 


loufly ; but they Naesalches- 
| felves, and their numerous fami- 

lies, by the fweat of the brow. 
"The: refore Mofes {aid to them— 

God fed thee in the wilderns/s with 
| manna, which thy fathers Knots not. 
Such a thing had never been 
| known or heard of, before it was 
, Gone for thei. 

Sheuld we not fuppofe, at firft 
view, that to be thus miraculoully 
fupported, day after day, and 
year after year, would be viewed 
by them asa great and diftin- 
guiliing honor, and that they 


' 


——_ 





were ee in danger of being 
proud of it ? Should we not fup- 
pofe it would be gratifying to the 
feelings even of the ratural hear 

to he as certain as the childsea 


of [frael were of daily food, and 


to cbtaia it with fo much eale, 


| 
;o 
| 
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6z On God's feeding Lfrael with Manna. 


and at fo little expenfe? They had 
no occafion to endure the fatigues 
of the feed-time and harveft, nor 
had they any anxiety, leit their 
profpects fhouid be cut fort, by 
untimely frofts, or biaits. Yet 
Mofes exprefsly fays, God fed 
them in this way that they might 
be humbled and proved. Tow 
can we view this as a method 
made ufe of by God, to humbi: 
them? 

his queftion will not be diffi- 
cult to folve, if we keep in mind 


the natural feclings of the human | 


heart. All mankind, in a fate 
of nature, afpire after riches and 
vorldly greatnefs. 
heart has no defire of laying up a 
treafure any where but in this 
world. The idea of accumula. 
ting property, of increafing world- 
ly fubftance, iss with moft m men, 
a darling one. With a view to 

erfonal difting ion, and felf-exalt- 
ation, each one is ambitious to 
collet and poflefs more of this 
world than his neighbor. To ob- 


tain this end, fome are plann: ing 


ne way, and fome enother, and 


es are continually taking advan- 
tace of the failures and defeéts of 
each other’s plans. ‘That there 
is tlrs thirting for property a- 
mong maikind is very manifeft. 
It is a charateriflic of the depra- 
ved heart. Do we not already ‘tee, 
therefore, thet God’s fe dina the 
children of Ifracl with manna was 
wilely fitted to fumble them? 
He fed.them fait hfully and deli- 
cioully, but he e%eCtua! tly fhut the 


door againft their amailing prop- | 


erty and growing rich. ‘hey 
had foed in plenty from day to 
day, but they could not hoard up 
a a fii ie lc grain daca manna ; for 
In this dif 
nenfation " his providence, God 
combatted all their notions of 
greatnefs and grandeur. They 
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all were well provided for, but not 

one of them was rich, nor was 
|there any way for one to get 
| above another. So eager was 
| their defire to make gain of the 
| manna, that they, at firft, broke 
| over the divine command and be- 
| gan to hoard up, but what they 
| ga hered foon became naufeous 
'tothem. Thus was their ambi- 
' tion checked, and thus were their 
| prou d hearts mortified. Their fa- 
| thers Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob 
| were men of large prem had 
many fervants, and while they 
| lived, they were continually ad- 
'ding to their wealth, and were 
| accounted great and honorable in 
| the carth. The fame things were 
| coveted by them, but they found 
| themfelves reitricted by being fed 
} with manna. We may eafily fee, 
| therefore, that this difpenfation of 
| God, though in reality a great 
| blefiing and honor to his people, 
was pointed direftly againit theig 
proud and felfifh hearts. 

To the hearts of the unfan&i-. 
fied, the thought of dependence is 
painful. They with to have eve- 
iy thing, on which their happinefs 
depends, ix their own hands, and 
at their own difpofal. This be- 
ing the natural fecling of the hu- 
man heart, how wilely fuited to 
humble Ifracl was Goq’s appoint- 
ment in feeding healt wiih man- 
na? Nothing could be more fo. 
While he manifefted the greateit 
care and tendernefs for them, he 
'croffed all the feclings of their 
ly proud and afpiring g hearts; for 
they were kept in a : t: ate of abfo- 
lute de pendence from day to day. 
On the return of each night, they 
gave their eyes to fleep without 
having a morfel of bread, or any 
thing with which it might be 
made, in their dwellings. ‘Their 
whole dependence w as on the 
mere bounty and promife of Goc, 
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They lived as it is fometimes ex- 


prefled, from hand to mouth. It | 


was fomething like taking all the 
poffeffions of a rich man from his 
hands, and giving him his ftated 
meals, without fuffering him to 
have any thing which he might 
call his own. 

An interefting application of 
thefe thoughts may be made 


was typical of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, who is the bread of eter- 
nal life, as appearsfrom John vi. 
48—51. * Lam that bread of life. 
Your fathers did eat manna in the 
wien, and are dead. This is 


the bread which cometh ds wun fr om | 


heaven, that a man may eat thereof | 
and not die. I am the living bread | 
which came down from heaven : If 
any man eat of this bread, he frail | 
live forev ers and the bread that I 
will give is my flefh, which I qwill | 


‘cured. The whole dependence 
of Chriftiansfor that fpiritual food, 
which they need, is on the mere 
| mercy and promije of God, jut as 
it was with the children of Ifrael, 
in regard to their food for each 
fucceeding day. They ate all the 
food they had every day, and lay 
down at night, without having the 
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o: leaft help in themfelves. ‘They 


the Chriftian life. This manna | 


were poor and perfectly deftitute. 
If God had not interpofed for 
them every day, they mutt inevi- 
tably vier perifhed. It is juft fo 
with Cleifitans i in regard to {pirit- 

'ualthings. They are ina ftate of 


ablolute gage nce e from one day, 


eaees 


They have no grace which ch they 
| keepin ftore, and to which they 
can repair for fupport under heavy 
and unexpected trials, or to enjoy 
_{pecial ; privileges. Flow they fhall 
feel under fome great trial which 


give for the life of the world. In} | they have in profpect, or when 


Rev. ii. 17. it is faid—TZo him | 


that overcometis will J give to eat of 


the hidden manna. God’s children ! 


are as dependent for fpiritual food, 
as the LHfraelites were for their 
manna. As well may we fuppofe 
that our bodies can fubfift without 
food, as that the renewed foul can 
live without partaking of the 


heavenly manna, without fome | 


fpiritual refrefhing from Jefus 


Chrift. Muft Chniflians, then, | ¢! 


feed upon the bread which came 


. “a7 | 
down from heaven, the hidden | 
manna? How do they get fup- | 


plied ? In the fame way ‘that the 
Mfraelites did with their daily food. 
God does not fet them up with a 
itock or fufficiency atonee. This 
is very far from being the cafe. 
He keeps them quite me and 
empty in themfelves, and fupplies 
them from one minute to another, 
according as he fees they need. 
{n this way his own glory i is moft 


difplayed, and their fafety beit fe. 


| they may come to fpecial ordinan- 
'ces, they know not, becaufe in 
themfelves they find no help nor 
I ftrength. The prop! het Hofea 
| {peaks of the Lord’s raining right- 
onefaef upon his people ; 3 and thefe 
| thoughts fhow us how we are to 
| wade rftand him. As the manna 
| was raincd down from heaven, fo 
righteoufnefs is rained from heav- 
/en onthe children of God. For 
| that peace of confcience, that 
| joy in the Holy Ghoft, that in- 
| create of grace and perfeverance 
therein, which are fo neceffary to 
the Chrifian charaGicr, they are 
dependent from one moment to 
another. All holy exercifes, fucia 
as fubmiMfon and quietnefs under 
trials, faith in divine eye Sy 

longings of foul after God, 
benev dle: ‘nce toward men, are Pn 
heaven, and are fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. Chriflians have God’s 
— that they fhall be fupport- 
1, and this is their whole fecurity. 
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it becomes them therefore, to | 
fay as the apoftle Paul did, By | 
the grace of Ged we are what we 
are. H, 


77€ 
“- 





A Narrative of a revival of reli- 
gion in Middlebury, a parif of 
Watertury, in the years 1799 and 
1800, communicated to the Edi- 
tors by the Rev. Ira Ifart, paf- 
tor of the church in faid place. 


GENTLEMEN, 

AVING read with much 
H pleafu re and profit, the ac- 
counts in your very ufeful Maga- 
gine, of the late wonderful work 
of God inthis and the adjacent 


ftates; I feelencouraged tofend you | 


anarrative of what the fame denc/- 
cent and merciful being has done tor 
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us in this place. Altho the num- 


ber of the converted or convinced 
here is not fo great as in fome oth- 


er places of which you have pub- | 


lifhed an account ; yet enough has 
been done to awaken many flum- 


bering Chriftians to more exalted | 


and pure devotion, and to excite 
praifes to Zion’s king from many 
who were fpiritually dead. It is 
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IST, 


| vival of relicion, and feveral per- 

fons added to the church. At 

the time of 4 fettlement, while 

every thing elfe appeared favora- 
ble, the fpirit and power of vite) 
piety feemed almoft gone. There 

vas a commendable and general 
punctuality in attending public 
worfhip on the fabbath ; ; but not 
that animation, that fixed, enraged 
attention and folemnity, which 
charafterize thofe who tread the 
courts of the Lord to be fed with 
the bread of life and the waters of 
life. Weha .d a number of pray- 
ing families, but alas too many, 
in which the morning and evening 
facrifice was not offered to God, 

and no fupplication made by par- 
ents, for the gracious prefence of 
the Redeemer with themfelves and 
their children. 

Several cafes of difcipline ex 
ifted in the church, which required 
the tendereft management and lay 
upon the brethren as a heavy bur- 
den. All faw and ackn nowledged 
the evil and longed to have it "ye 
moved, but inthe general inaftiv- 


| ity and difcouragement, and ow- 


animating indeed, to hear the for- | 


mer worldling, {peek affeétionat 
ly and feelingly of the gofpel « 
Jefus Chrift; the opps, 
mending the doctrines of port 
and to fee the once gay an d vol 
tile youth take each other by the 
hand, faying << come and let us 9 
up to the m e I 
to the houfe of the God of Jacob, 
aud THe will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths.* 
The Lord will build up Jerufalem 
let us be glad and rejoice. 

Tl foci ety is but Jate ‘ly form- 


te- 
of 


jé oy come 


c 1 
ounta 2 in ol the sOray, 


This 
ed, and I amthe firtt fettled min- 
iter. 
years iince, there was 2 {mall re- 


* YT 
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deGinai li 
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I am informed that fome | 


i & 








ing perhaps in fome degree to the 
want of a fettled minifter nothing 
efe&tual had heen done. ‘The 
church apr nid, and fome 
vies of the crofs exul- 
and cof reproach. It will 
however, that our finful 
rs were not realized ; and that 
hrift, the great head of the 
chu werd caufed the fweet influen- 
ces of his grace to break: forth 
wt this very quarter, whence we 
xpected trouble and danver, on 
which we grounded our fears of 
difunion, and which appeared at 
the time to hang over us as 2 
portentous cloud. 

Returning home from fome pla- 
ces where there was a revival, my 
mind became imprefled with the 
idea, that nothing fo effc€tuclly 


y ears dt tin 
of the ene! 
ted 
appear 
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kept off the divine bleffing from 


us as our neglect of thofe cafes of 
difcipline. The church were ur- 
ged to proceed immediately, and 
being foon convinced that refor- 
mation mult begin at the houfe of 
God, entered into the affair with 
fpirit. I foon found that individ. 
uals had for fome. time paft been 
wreitling with God in prayer, and 
had a itrong hope that what they 
heard from other places, would 
be foon realized here. This help- 
ed to encourage them and others 
to proceed againit an offending 
brother without delay. Iu July, 
a complaint was regularly exhibi- 
ted, anda day for the trial ap- 
pomted, A circumftance now 
took place which fhewed that the 
Lord was on our fide. Though 
the accufed, a managed about 80, 
appeared for fome time not to re- 
gard the fummons of the church, 
and tho’ pains were taken to fup- 
prefs the evidence ; yet fuch was 
the power of God, that he found 
no peace, till his heart melted, 
and he appeared and plead guilty 
to the complaint. His venerable 
appearance, his apparent deep-felt 
penitence and humility, rendered 
the feene peculiarly affeciing to 
the church and to his own family. 





On his confeflion, which was pub- | 


lic, he was reftored to our charity | 


andcommunion. It was indced a 
folemn tranfaction, and feemed to 
intereft the whole audience and to 
make an irapreflion highly favora- 
ble to religion. 

Soon after, returning from a 


Revival of Religion in Middisbury. 65 


not. Judge then my agreeable 
furprife when foon called upon by 
the mother in tears to anfwer to 
her daughter and the ftranger the 
great queftion, ** what fhall we do 
to be faved ?? Tothis unexped- 
ed queftion I gave the fcripture 
anfwer, and ifoon found they 
were indeed pricked in their hearts. 
And here, thelate awakening with 
which a merciful and fovereign 
God hath vifited us, may be 
properly faid to begin. It was 
{oon found that other members of 
the fame family were in a fimilar 
tate of conviction. This inter- 
pofition of God was too ftriking 
to pafs unnoticed—It manifetted 
tothe church, and to all, that the 
way of duty is the way of fafety, 
and the way in which divine blef- 
fings are ufually difpenfed. It 
ferved toaroufethe friendsof Zion. 
They awoke from difcouragement 
and decleniion ; and their hearts 
and mouths began to open on the 
fubje& of religion. It was judg- 
ed proper, though in the mott bu- 
fy feafon of the year, immediate- 
ly to appoint occafional lectures, 
Thefe were firlt preached at pri- 
vate houfes, but the number of 
hearers foon made it neceffary to 


|attend in the meeting houfe. 


Thefe le&tures were feveral of 
them preached by neighboring 


_minifters, to whom we are greatly 


neighboring focicty, | called at his | 


houfe. I perceived a ftranger 
prefent and aconfiderable altera- 
tion in the countenances of the 
family ; but whether there was 
any thing {pecial, or whether their 
feelings were unfavorably excited, 
on account of my condu& in the 
late affair of difcipiine, I knew 
Vou. IIL. No. 2. 
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indebted for their kind inflructions 
and labors of love. New cafes of 
conviction foon occurred in differ. 
ent parts of the fociety; the ftill 
{mall voice of God, here and 
there fpake to fundry carelefs and 
fecurefinners, caufing great diltrefs 
of mind and a moft anxious enqui+ 
ry after the way of efcape from 
the wrath tocome. Our lectures 
were ferioufly and folemnly ate 


tended;‘the fabbath was a folemn 
day ; in private companies, and 
in the corners of the ftreets reli- 
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gion was the theme of converfa- 
tion. Profefftng Chriftians con- 
feffed with tears their fhort com- 
ings, in duty and the wound the 
bleffed Redeemer had here receiv- 
edinthe houfe of his friends. They 
looked back with grief and won- 
der upon themfelves and melted 
with contrition before God.— 
The aged and the young were 
agreed in faying, “ It was never 
fo feen in our Jfrael.”? The call 
for religious inftruction was now 
fo great that it became neceffary 
befides the lectures to eftablifh 
conferences, which were attended 
by numbers with great ferioufnefs 
and-profit. 

As feveral of the firft cafes of 
conviction were among the youth, 
2 ferious oppofition was on the 
eve of commencing among fome 
af the young people, .who cbjec- 
ted to the religious attention of 
their companions as calculated to 
deftroy their amufements, On 
thefe they were bent: take thefe 
away, they could almoft fay with 
Micah, “Ye have taken away m 
Gods, and whaf have I more?” 
A merciful God interpofed and 
taught them that the work was his 
own. They wifely and prudently 
defifted, that they might not be 
found fighting againft God. One 
young man, on the appearance of 
religious concern among the youth, 
began profanely to ridicule thofe 
who were under diftrefs of mind. 
In the midit of his career, he at- 
tended public worfhip onthe fab- 
bath, and as he entered the gal- 
lery, God met and pierced him 
with a fharp arrow of conviction. 
He ftumbled to a feat, and amid 
the horrors of a guilty, awakened 
confcience, fat trembling in view 
of truth and the awful iniquity of 
his heart ; and foon after teftified 
to the excellency of that Saviour 
and that religion which he before 
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defpifed. This providence wasL , 


believe generally received by thes 
youth as an admonition from heav- 
en. They gave up thelr vain 
amufements, crouded to conferen- 
ces and lectures, and a goodly 
number of them have, as we char- 
itably hope, been brought from 
darknefsto light. It was indeed 
a glorious feafon ; a feafon which. 
will long be remembered by many 
precious fouls, as the time of their 
efpoufals to Chrift. 

At the clofe of the year, I 
found the number of perions feri- 
oufly impreffed to be about 70— 
14 of this number belonged to 
the Epifcopal fociety, but as they 
had not conftant preaching in their 
own church, they generally attend- 
ed with us. Some had already 
obtained a hope of cordial recon- 
ciliation to God through Jefus 
Chrift, but many others refufed 
to fubmit themfelves to Chrift on 
the terms of the gofpe!l. Tothe 
number above mentioned who ap- 
peared to be under great diftrefs 
of mind, may probably be added 
many others who were more or 
lefs alarmed, as there was an al- 
moft general appearance of feri- 
oufnefs and alarm throughout the 
fociety. 

Confidering the importance of 
a right judgment of ourfelves, in 
the view of divine truth, and the 
extreme danger of thofe who fet- 
tle down on a falfe profeffion, I 
judged it proper, not to encour- 
age thofe who had obtained hopes, 
to a fudden union with the church. 
The duty of felf-examination, and 
a faithful comparifon of their 
views and exercifes with the truths 
of God’s word were ftrongly urged, 
that they might not come to the 
gofpel feaft without a “ wedding 
garment,’’ or conformity of heart 
to Chriit. No addition to the 


church from among them took 
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place until the fummer of 1800, 
when at different times 35 were 
received, 6 have been fince admit- 
ted making in the whole 41. Of 
thefe afew had entertained a a 
vious hope, and receiving frefh 
anointing from the Lord during 
this revival, were emboldened to 
appear openly for Chrift. A con- 
fiderable number remain, of whom 
we cannot forbear to think favora- 
bly, and to hope that they have 
paffed from death to life. Speak- 
ing to one of them on the duty 


of a acknowledging what Chrift | 


had done for her foul, fhe replied, 
‘I acknowledge the duty, but I 
am afraid I have not experienced 
true os spar it is a great thing 
to profeis religion. I am afraid 
I donot att for the glory of God, 
I am unprepared and durft not 
come.” On being told that thofe 
who had come forward {poke the 
fame language, and exprefied the 
fame fears, the replied, “* 1 hope 
and truft they are prepared, but 
I am afraid my wicked heart has 
not like theirs been bowed to the 
will of Chris’? Remarking to 
her further that as it was a grea¢ 
thing to profefs religion, it muft 
bea great thing to make no profef- 
fion, fhe replied, “ I have no ex- 
cufe but what condemns me. I 
fit and fee the church, communion 
days, and think my heart is with 
them. I often weep and long 
and refolve to be foon with them, 
if I may; but what am I ? I am 
not worthy to be there. Chrift 
expeCts there to find his friends, 
and J am afraid I have not yet 
truly received him on his own 
terms.” We indulge a pleating 
hope that a aumber more wili be 
added to our Zion. 

The awakening has embraced 
perions of almoft all ages from 15 
to65. Of thofe united with the 


church 17 were young people, 6 
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males and 11 females. Of the 
whole number 41, 24 were females 
andi7 males. Excepting the 17 
young perfons, the remainder were 
moftly young heads of families. 
This gives a hopeful profpe& that 
the rifing generation will more ex- 
tenfively enjoy the great bleffings 
of family prayer and religious in- 
ftruction. Thefe bleflings it is 
hoped will be more highly valued 
than they havebeen, forthe greater 
part of the convictions and hope- 
ful converfions among us, have 
exifted in families of prayer, and 
where one or both of the parents 
were profefiing Chriftians. The 
fovereignty of God has been emi- 
nently difplayed in this . revival. 
Not thofe whom we expected, but 
thofe whom God pleafed, were 
called to repentance. One is ta- 
ken and another left. Great ex- 
ertions and pains were beftswed on 
fome who yet remain unconcern- 


, ed ; while upon another, a tran- 





fient remark, or the occafidnal 
quotation of a text of {cripture, 


' in the hands of God, became ef- 


fectual to conviction and falvation. 

From what God .has done for 
us, it is thought, all churches may 
learn the importance and fafety 
of faithfully maintaining the dif- 
cipline which Chrift has eftablith- 
ed, for the recovery of his erring 
children. If the dilcipline of the 
church is condu€td with the pru- 
dence, vigilance and brotherly 
love which the cafe requires, the 
bleffing of God inay be confident- 
ly expected. 

It gives me unfpeakable pleaf- 
ure to mention the general good 
conduct of thofe, particularly the 
youths, who have made a public 
profeffion of religion. By thew 
fruits ye fhall know them,” is the 
maxim of Chrift, and it is hoped 
they will continue by exemplary 


| lives to manifeft to the world that 
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£6 Revival of Religion in Middlebury. 


they have been with Jefus, have 
imbibed his ‘obi and are like 
him devoted to honor and glorify 
their father who is in heaven. In 
a world like this we cannot in- 
dulge the hope that there are no 
tares among the wheat ; vet, at 
prefent, appearances are favorable. | 
The effe& of the awakening on 
the morals of the focicty was hap- 
py. It appearedto make chil- 
dren more dutiful to their parents, 
and refpe€iful and kind to others | 
and to one another. ‘T'here was 
an uncommon 
friendfhip among thofe who were 
enquiring what they fhould do to 
be faved , 
monize in fertiment, and by means 
of converfation and correfpond- 
ence, have already acquired more 
religious knowledge than they 
would probably on ve done in the 
whole compa fs of their lives, had 
they continued in itupidity. ‘The 


ents, 
jets of conviction, was indefcriba- 


ble. 


Many declared, they never | 


|and numeroufly 





| 
| 
| 


| of God i in ‘the eternal p 


appearance of | 
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attended, yet 
the temporal bufinefs of the peo- 
ple was well done, and in good 
time. May I not be indulged the 
remark that true religion, i inftead 
of leading to idlenefs and diffipa- 
| tion, ever r leads ) people to be dili- 
gent in bufinefs, fervent in fpirit, 
| ferving the Lord. 

It was common for thofe unde 
ferious impreffions to experience 
much oppofition to the do€trines 
of grace, particularly the juftice 
nifhment 
of the finally impenitent—divine 


| foverei gnuty—and the electing love 


‘of God ; but they found no folid 


They appeared to har- 
é a 


peace or comfort until thofe doc- 


_trines were made the foundation 


| of their hope. 


When reconciled 
to God through the merits of 


| his Son, they expreffed great fur. 


prife that they had never under- 
ftood thefe plain gofpel truths be- 


fore, or beheld their excellency 
joy experienced by Chriftian par- | 


vhofe childven were the fub- | 


enjoyed fuch fatis! faction in their | 1 


} 


children befere. That now they | 


were fond of fhome, of their bibles, 


of religious converfation, and of | 


the dometlic fire-fide : That their | 


children were not defirous of vain, 
g2y company or of being abfent 
at late hours, but chofe rather to 
be in their clofets, on their knees, 
feeking an intereft in the mercy of 
God thro Jefus Chrift. To ufe 
their own fan ea et they 
could go to bed and know where 
their dear children were. 

The revival has entirely remo- 
ved one objection often made, that 
an awakening is injurious 80 the 
temporal bufinefs aad property of 
thole under diitrefs of mind. The 
revival here began in the moft 
bufy feafon of the year. Lectures 
and Bconferences were frequently 


and beauty. 

The people under convictions, 
often expreficd to me their fur- 
prife, on finding themfelves fo ig. 
norant in the dofirines and duties 
of real religion. It feemed that 
their former religious advantages 
had been gre atly mifimproved, 

their bibles neglected or fealed to 
them. Moft ‘earneltly did they 
defire and feek infruction, and fo 
different were their feelings from 
what they formerly were, that it 
became a common idea that min- 
ifters preached better than before 


|——.with more clearnefs - pun- 


gency, and with a particular refer- 
ence to them. With m many tears 
did they lament the mifimprove- 

ent of their precious time and 
privileges. They Ie de- 
clared they had never beer appy> 
or enjoyed true peace a mind 
while negleéting Chrift and his 
falvation $ they often 
enjoyed more fatisfaction at one 


and that 
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conference than they had ever 
done in their whole lives. 

Several of the youth confeffed 
that in their purfuit of vain amufe- 
ments, they found no pleafure, 


and lamented that the beft and | 


faireft' portion of their lives had 


been foolifhly wafted in purfuing | 


a phantom, which ¢ always kept at 
the fame diftance before them. 
They could not be perfuaded to 
he in a place of fuch amufement, 
and would often appear much af- 
fe&ted while reflecting upon the 
danger they had efcaped. They 
now felt, how little the thought- 
jefs, volatile Youth realize the 
danger of thofe fafe inating amufe- 
ments, which form an impenctra- 
ble barrier to ferious reflection 
prepare them for the day of adver- 
tity, and athick cloud of diftrefs 
and horror for the bed of death. 
Some account of particular ex- 
ercifes of individuals 
municated in a future letter. 


I remain, gentlemen, with due | heart was filled with joy, when 


refpeét, yours in the bonds of the 
7 al 
goipe., 


Tra Harr. 
Middlebury, June 15, 1802, 





Rosetra, a fragment. 


OR thine is the kingdom, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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providence, then, ever then, 
“ righteoufnefs and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne.”? In 
all things God is above us. His 
ways are not our ways, nor his 
thoughts our thoughts. Chrif- 
tians are too apt to forget this 
peculiarly comforting doétrine, fo 
fully expreffed in the humble 
form of prayer, which our bleffed 
Redeemer has left on facred ree 
cord, for their ufe, to the end of 
the world.—How ftrange it is ! 
Anfwered Rofetta,—I have tho’t 
of it many times,—how ftrange 
it is, that I was ever braucht to 
join with youin the worthip of 
God ! My parents were of 2 dif- 

ferent denomixation. I knew it 
would be agreeableto them, tojoin 
with them, in public wortfhip, 


| and embrace their tenets ; and I 
| wifhed to _Pleale them. I was 


| afraid to afk 
will be come | 


and the power, and the | 
glory, for ever.”—The do€trine | 


contained in thefe words is my 
confolation, in all my trials and 
afflictions, and in all the appa- 
ren tly dark fcenes of providence 
which I am called to experience, 
faid a minifter of Jefus, one day, 
as he fat ferioufly converfing with 
the pious Rofetta,@upon the 
kingdom and glory of God.— 
My anthem of praife is, “* The 
Lord reigneth, let the earth re- 
joice.”” For when * clouds ard 
darknefs are round about him” in 
dny of the dilpenfations of his 








¢ their confent to join 
the church under your care, left 
I fhould offend them, But my 





upou Mr. ’s afking, for me, 
their confent, in this interefting 
point, they fo freely gave it. It 
was a great trial to me, to let 
them know the feelings of my 
heart, and how m uch: I defired 
to join with the people of God, 
under your care. But my bur- 
den was greatly lightened when I 
made known to them all that I 
had expericnced in my foul, and 
found them fo far from cenfuring 
me, as to acknowledcre what { 
had experienced might be 2 wor!: 
of God. Indeed, Sir, how flrange 
it is, that I never was awakened 
to any feeling fenfe of my deplo- 
rable ftate, as a depraved, guilty, 
miferable finner! For a long 
time, I had almoft wholly neg- 
leéted the public worfhip of God. 
I felt no defire to attend it on 
the fabbath. I was @upid, and 


greatly hardened in carnal fecuri- 





ate 
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ty. It was the conference meet- 
ings in the neighborhood, which 
firft awakened my attention to 
the foul-humbling doCtrines of re- 
_ligion. I feel that I have great 
reafon to blefs God, for the ap- 
pointment of them. I cannot but 
hope, they were biefled by him, 
as the means of bringing me out 
of the darknefs of my former hard- 
ened ftate into the marvellous light 
of his gracious kingdom.—Well, 
then, replied the clergyman, you 
fee, from this courfe of provi- 
dence, how evident God has made 
it appear that the kiagdom of the 
whole world is his. In this, you 
fee, how all thefe things have ta- 
ken place, and worked together 
for your fpiritual good according 


to his ordering and purpofe ; and | 


to all appearance, among other 
things, for the exprefs end of ma- 
king you an heir of his gracious 
kingdom. Had not God ordain- 
ed thefe things—had he not pur- 
pofed, in this way, to convince 
you of fin, and bring you to re- 
pentance, would you not have ftill 
lived and died in your fins ? What 
makes all thefe things, when laid 
together, appear fo wonderful to 
you iz, becaufe it has been from 
firft to laft the planning and gov- 
erning providence of God, and 
not a {fcheme of your own con- 
certing. Your ways and your 
tho’ts were diilerent, and would 
have ftill remained fo, had not an 
holy God mercifully appeared in 
drawing your attentioa to the 
great things of his kingdom.— 
When, therefore, you put the 
queftion to your own heart, How 
ts it to be accounted for, that I 
have been brought to fuch an 
humbling fenfe of my fins, and to 
fuch a fweet enjoyment of God? 
‘This is the proper anfwer, “ For 
thine is the kingdom,” O my 
Cod. My change of life is to be 








[Aucust, 


confidered, wholly as the happy 
effc& of thy merciful, governing 
providence. Left to myfelf, in- 
confiderate and hardened in fin, 
without the blefliag of thefe gra- 
cious means, I fhould have per- 
ithed forever in my fins.—How 
ftrange it is, continued Rofetta, 
that I have lived fo long in the 
world, and never have had any 
proper fenfe of the evil of fin, or 
of the glory of God, till the late 
revival of religion among us! I 
frequently think of it with afton- 
ifhment. How blind I have been 
to ail that is beautiful and glori- 
ous! How deaf to the voice of 
the charmer, who fo affectionately 
proclaimed love and good will to 
the fouls of perifhing finners ! 
How infenfible of the all-fubdu- 
ing power, fweetnefs and glory of 
divine grace !—Oh, how power- 
ful is the work of God! I fhall 
never forget the memorable time, 
when God impreffed upon my 
heart fuch a deep fenfe of the 
greatncfs of my fins, and of his 
dreadful wrath, as revealed from 
heaven againft all ungodlinefs. 
How like a criminal I then felt, 
Guilty, felf-condemned, my mouth 
was flopped, and I had nothing 
to fay for myfeif. Language can 
but feebly defcribe the anguifh of 
my foul, till, at length, my mind 
was in the moft furprifing man- 
ner brought to fubmit to God; 
aad fuddenly imprefled with a de- 
lightful view of lis great goodnefs 
and forgiving mercy, through the 
Lord Jcfus. And then, how 
memorable the change! ‘Then, 
my mind was filled with inexpref- 
fible joy and rejoicing in God. 
Then, I feemed to be in a new 
world, fo different did every thing 
appear, as flowing from the good- 
nefs of God. O! How could i 
fin as I have done againft a God of 
fuch infininite goodnefs! O! How 








ee LT TT 







































power.” 


1802. } 


vile I felt before God, as a finner 
dreadfully guilty, and unworthy 
of his notice! And yet, I felt 
unfpeakably happy in praifing 
him, as an holy and righteous 
God. The forrows of repentance 
were fweetly mingled in the cup 
of the moft refrefhing joys. Wher 
I think of all thefe thimgs, and 
the fweet enjoyment I have fince 
found in waiting upon God in the 
private and public duties of reli- 
gion, I cannot but thinkit ftrange, 
that I fhould have fpent fo many 
years of my life, in a lamentable 
forgetfulnefs of God, infenfible of 
the great evil of fin, and a ftran- 
ger to the refrefhing joys of re- 
hgion. In all this, replied the 
clergyman, we may learn the 
greatnefs of divine power in the 
regeneration of the finner. ‘* For 
thing is the kingdom, and the 
It is the power of God 
which delivers his chofen ones not 
only from penal evil ; but from 
the fad corruption of moral evil. 
He redeems from captivity, breaks 
open the prifon doors, and anoints 
with the oil of joy, the humble 
mourners in Zion. He not only 
hath a kingdom to beftow ; but 
power to beftow it upon whom 
he will, in fuch a divine manner, 
as to make the happy fubjeét cor- 
dially willing to receive it, and as 
readily to acknowledge the ever- 
lafting debt of gratitude, which is 
due, in return, After admitting 
the depravity of your own heart 
and your paft inattention to the 
duties of religidn, the grand rea- 
fon why you never, before, had 
any proper fenfe of the great evil of 
fin,nor any knowledge of the foul- 
refrefhing joys of religion is, be- 
caufe, till then, God never fet 
his word home upon your heart 
with power. That was to you 


the happy day of his power. It 
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you power to. become a child of 
God. As it is written, “ As 
many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the 
fons of Ged, even to them that 
believe on his name, which were 
born, net of blood, nor of the 
will of the flefh, nor of the will 
of man but of God.”—When 
God opened your eyes to fee. 
the greatnefs of his power 
and glorious majefty, how was 
you firuck dumb before him! 
How did you tremble, at the 
thought of the great day of his 
wrath !—And when you felt the 
ftroke of the almighty power of 
his grace, like the hammer break- 
ing the hard rock in pieces, how 
{weetly did your heart yield in 
the humbieft fubmifiion before 
him! It was this divine change, 
which firft gave you a true fenfe 
of the. loathiome evil of fin, and 
which laid a foundation in your 
foul for fuch ineffable and eternal 
joy in God. You are, therefore, 
wholly indebted to the mighty 
power of God, for this deliver- 
ance from the darknefs of fin, and 
for all your rejoicing in the pure 
and foul-refrefhing light of the 
gofpel. 

How ftrange it is! faid Ro- 
fetta, in the moft humble and un- 
affe€ted manner, more than two 
years after cbtaining a hope of 

aving experienced regeneration, 
that I have lived fo long, in fuch 
an high enjoyment of the prefence 
of God and the fweet confola- 
tions of religion. While 1 feel 
my own imperfeCtions, and my 
continual need of divine help to 
preferve me from innumerable fins, 
IT cannot be fufficiently thankful 
for the mannev, in which I have 
hitherto been permitted to enjoy 
the licht of God’s countenance, 
and to reap continual pleafure in 


was then that he hopefully gave | the fruitful fields of his holy kings 
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72 RefieEions on 


dom. I can truly fay, I do not 
feel any wearittefs in public wor- 
fhip, nor in any of the other du- 

ties of religion. Many people, 
once faid, wait a little while, and 
all this engagednefs in religion 


will be at anend. O! How lit- 
tle did they know of the power 


of religion ! What {trangers were 
they to its ever refrefhing joys! 
If I know my own heart, I itill 
hunger and thirft after mghteouf- 
nefs. I ftill love the gofpel and 
ordinances of Chrift, and have 
the fame earneft delire, on the 
fabbath, to wait upon God in his 
houfe, for divine inftruction, as | 
then had. I feem to enjoy the 
happy feelings of David, where, 


he fays, “© The Lord is my light, | 


and my falvation ; whom fhall I 
fear? The Lord is the ftrenct 

ef my life, of whom fhall I be 
afraid ? One thing 
of the Lord, that will I feek after; 
that I may dwell in the houfe of 
the Lord, all the days of my 
life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to enquire in his 
temple.” When I refleét upon 
my unworthinels,—what I am 
and what I have been I feel whol- 
undeterving of fuch great mercies. 
I cannot be fufficientiy thankful 
for them. I feel my indebted- 

nefs to the grace of God for all 
my fpiritual enjoyments.—Right, 
replied the clergyman. Man, left 
to himfelf, has nothing to glory 
ins What is man, that he fhould 
be clean, who drinketh iniquity 
like water? Behold, God putteth 


no truft in his faints ; yea, the | 


heavens are not clean in his fight. 
Were ail the Cl wriftian’s light, 
and comfort, and fpiritual rejol- 
cing wholly depe: ndent on the 
perfection of his obedience, as the 
meritorious caufe, miierable im- 
deed, would he in this life. 
For, how many are pur failings | 


| 
| 


| 
| 
> 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Fob xiii. 15. i Avoust, 
How imperfe& are our beft fer- 

vices ! How many things have we 
done which we ought not to have 
done! How little, of what might 
have been done, have we done to- 
wards building up God’s kingdom 
in the world ! It will, therefore, al- 
ways be a matter of admiration to 
every real Chriitian, when he feri- 
oufly thinks of his ownvilenefs and 
imperfection in holinefs, to realize 
the daily mercies of God to his 
foul. The more careful he is to 
fearch the fcriptures, and to exa- 
mine his own heart, inthe matter, 
the more deeply wiil he be hum- 
bled before God—the more will 
he be convinced of his -own un- 
worthinefs, and that all the glory 
of his falvation from firit to lait 


belongs to God. This view of 


| things prepares a fallen creature 
| unde orfta: idingly an 
have I defired | 


nd feelingly to 
make ufe of thefe very inftructive 
expreflions, in the prayer enjoined 
by our Lord, * For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever ;”’ and to give his 
hearty confent to them, by fay- 
ing, * Amen.” So be it. Now, 
I teel and know this to be true 
by experience. Not only the 
kingdom, and the power, but 
the glory too is forever the Lord’s, 
according to the fong of the pi- 
ous pfalmift, ** Ye that fear the 
Lord, truft inthe Lord: he is 
their help and their fhield. He 
will biefs them that fear the Lord, 
both fmall and great. Not unto 
us, O Lord, not unto us, but un- 
to “ name give glory, for thy 
mercy, and for thy truth’s fake.’?- 


ZEPHO. 


Reflections on Fob xiii. 15. 
“Though he flay me, yet wili I truft 
inhim s but I wil 7 mine 
own cays before him.” 
T \HE w wiliaaioda 2d imperfec- 


tion of even eminent faints, 
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in this ftate of trial, are vifible in 
this venerable character. If in 
times of tribulation, any are ready 
to conclude there has been no for- 
row like their forrow, let them 
read attentively this book ; which 
alfo vindicates the ways of God 
to man, in his moft rigorous deal- 
ings withus. Job’s cafe was very 
fingular ; the Lord had laid his 
hand heavy upon ail he poffeffed. 
His earthly fubftance and children 
were taken away with a ftroke. 
His own perfon was grievoufly 
affited—among his friends he 
had no comforter, not even the 
wife of his bofom. His three 
pretended friends infifted that the 
peculiar dealings of an holy God 
with Job, were an evidence of hy- 
pocrify ; and that he did not deal 
thus with hisown children. This 
was the point of difcuffion be- 
tween Joband his friends. Verfe 
preceding, ** Wherefore do I take 
my flefh in my teeth, and put my 
life in mine hand ? If in this life 
of probation, God afflicteth none 
fo greatly but the wicked, why 
is itthus with me? You would 


fuggeft, orto defpair of the mer- 
cy of God.” The text for con- 
fideration follows ; “* Though he 
flay me, yet will [ truf in him: 
but I will maintain mine own 
ways before him.” 


y examined and compared, may 
be reconciled, as the confiftent 
language of a child of God, great- 
ly tried, but not wholly forfaken. 

The firft part of the text is 
highly expreffive of a right fpirit ; 

a ipirit of love to God, confidence 
in him, and of unreferved fubmif- 


Reficdlions on ‘Fob xiii. 15. 





There are | 
two diftin& thoughts in this text, | 
which, at firft view, may feem to 
be contradiftory ; but if careful- | 
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will I truft in him. “ Heis God 
rn ile, holy, faithful and all. 
fufficient; His government ims 
mutably perfeét, and univerfal. 
However the clouds gather blacke 
nefs, and he may feem to come 
forth againft me as an enemy, and 
my way be hedged up, yet, liv- 
ing and dying, I willtruft in him, 
confiding in the end and iffue of 
all for God’s glory, and my own 
beft good.” Chep. xxiii. 8, 0, 
10. ** Behold, I go forward, but 
he is not there ; and backward, 
but I cannot perceive him ; on 
the left hand, where he doth 
work, but I cannot behold him ; 
he hideth himfeif on the right 
hand, that I cannot fee him : but 
he knoweth the way that I take : 
when he hath tried me, I fhall 
come forth as gold.” : 

The fecond thought in the text 
is, but J will maintain mine own 
ways beforehim. The word tranf- 
lated maintain, might be rendered, 
reafon, or expoftulate; which f 
conceive to be the true import. 


| The fenfe then will be, “ Tho’ L 
| will truft in him, living and dying, 
drive mé to defperation ; but why | 
fhould I do thus? I have no war- | 
rant or reafon to conclude as you | 


yet, with humbie fubmiifien, will 
I, in prayer, expoftulate with 
God. To histribunal do I ap- 
peal, making full and free confef- 
fion of the whole courfe of my 


| life; what I have done amifs, I 


will freely confefs, and make fup- 
plication to my judge for pardon. 
Were I confcious to myfelf that 
I am only an hypocrite, as my 
friends infinuate, [ could not with 
freedom and confidence come near 
and plead with God. But he ig 
my truft and falvation, and will 
appear for me ; if notin this iife, 
yet in another.” This fenfe is 


! juftified by the following context. 


«« He alfo fhall be my falvation 5 
for an hypocrite fhall not come 
before him.”? verfes 21 to 23. 


fion to him: Tho’ he flay me, yet «© Withdraw thine hand far from 
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me; and let not thy dread make 
me afraid, then call thou, and I 
will anfwer, or let me fpeak, and 
anfwer thou me. How manyare | 
mine iniquities and my fins? make 


the to know my tranfgreffion and | 


° 


my fin.” 
ceeding verfes of this, with the 
whole of the following chapter, 
in which the fame f{peech is con- 
tinued. Chap. ix. 15. “« Whom, 
tho’ I were nghteous, yet would 
I not anfwer, but I would make 
fupplication to my judge.” 

The text thus explained, admits 
of fome ufeful refletions. There 
is an uniformity in unreferved truft 
in and fubmiffion to God, and fa- 
miliar expoftulation in prayer with 
him. Separate thefe, and there 
is a want of connRency. To 
profefs confidence and fubmiffion 
to God, and yet live a prayerlefs 
life, is inconfiftent. It is not lefs 
fo, to pretend to pray @ito God, 
and yet neither truft ia him, nor 
properly fubmit to him. A time 
of great darknefs and affliftion, 
is a time of trial. At fucha 
time, fome are ready to fay, « O, 
I could freely truft in God, if he 
would but manifeft the light of 


his countenance, and fmooth the 


rugged way before me. TI could 
ay at it to God, if he would fpare 
this bofom fiend, thefe children, 


This or that ontward comfort, or | 


give me ca afe and health of bod ¥." 
that 1 is, if ns would are, fuffer rou 

ratify your aaa Feeble 
truft! wretched fubmiffion ! they 


deferve notthe name. ‘True con- 


fidence in God, and unreferved | 


fubmiffion to him, are infeparable ; 
then alfo, with a filial sree 
and freedom, nay we plead with 
him in prayer, {preading all’ our 
forrows before him, without com- 
plaining. 

Such a tru and fubmiffion are 


Refledtions on Fob xiii. 15. 


See indeed all the fuce | 
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at all times our indifpenfible du- 
ty, even in times of the greateft 
| trials. In no cafe in which we 

can ever be in this ftate, with the 
| free exercife of reafon, may we 
be excufed from the prevailing ex- 
ercife of thefe graces. Surely a 
| {pirit of real piety will thus di&tate. 
| The expreffion, tho’ he flay me, 
| yet will I iruft in him, implies that 
we freely continue in our entire 
confidence in God, and walk with 
him, although it coft all that is 
dear to us from the world, and 
even life itfelf. Heb. xi. 35. 
“‘ Not accepting deliverance, that 
they might obtain a better refur- 
reCtion.” The foul depends, on 
God for the faithful performance 
of the divine promifes, when all 
the avenues leading to it appear 
to be clofed up. Rom. iv. 18. 
“ Who againft hope, believed in 
hope.” Thus Abraham fojourn- 
ed in wig land; and offered 
up his fon Ifaac, the heir of the 
promifes » believing him to be 
faithful who had promjfed. Un. 
der the governing influence of this 
grace, the foul rejoices in God, 
under all trials, living and dying ; 
leavi ing all with fies, with this 
seme? confolation, if it had no 
other, that God in all things will 
be glorified. 

Surely, to them who love and 
confide in a holy and faithful God, 
_ it isa confolation that he governs 
the world—that he will do right 
—will bring. good out of evil— 
clouds and darknefs may be round 
| about weep yet juftice and judg- 
| ment are the habitation of his 
hous. The end is fecure from 
the beginning, and fhall be glori- 
/ous. Is not the glory of God in- 
h | comparably the beft end ? Should 
it not be uniformly our higheft 
/ end, and chiefaim ? Who can fo 

well determine how this great end 
fhall be in the bef{ manner anfwer- 
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ed, in all things, as infinite wif- 
dom? Wherefore then fhould any 
creature quarrel with the divine 
decrees? Why not rejoice, in the 
greatelt conflicts, and the darkeft 
times, that God governs the | 
world. 





The glory of God involves the 
greatelt good. Happy, if the 
defire of our foul, and the tenor 
of our lives concentred in this, 
let what ever may be allotted for 
us, in the government of our heav- 
enly father. ‘The nearer we thus 
get to a fovereign, holy God, the 
better. Then, confiftently with 
humility, fubmiffion and truft, 
may we plead with God—with 
the freedom of filial prayer, ex- 
poftulate with him. Is not this 
the root of the matter ? If fo, 
let our eye be on it continually, 
not only for perfonal and family, 
but general mercies, through Je- 
fus Chrift—for Zion at home and | 
abroad ; encouraging ourfelves in | 
God. Thus waiting on the Lord | 
continually, however great our 
trials in this militant ftate may be, | 
internal and external forrows will | 
not meet ia full force, like two | 
violent feas, and make horrid fhip- 
wreck ; we fhall be fupported, | 
and refton the rock of ages. 


CLIO. 





Memoirs of the late Deacon Benja- 
min Thomas of Middleborough in, 
I. affachufetis. 


E was born, O& A. D. 
1721, of reputable parents, 

who died when he was young. 
Flis advantages for receiving an 
education, in his youth, were ve- 
ry fmall; But he was endowed, 
by his beneficent Creator, with a 
folid judgment, and good mental 
abilities, which, added to his un- 
doubted honefty and integrity, oc- 
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calioned his being repeatedly cal- 


Memoirs of Deacon Benjamin Thomas. "5 


led by his fellow citizens to repre- 
fent them inthe general court of 
the Commonwealth ; efpecially at 
times of difficulty and difcontent, 
when wifdom and diferetion were 
peculiarly needed. He was alfo 
amember of that honorable Con- 
vention in Maflachufetts, who de- 
liberately examined, and prudent- 
ly adopted, the Federal Conftitu- 
tion, which hath beea productive 
of fo much profperity to our hap- 
py country. 

Whilf he was an apprentice to 
atrade, and hardly nineteen years 
of age, he was ftruck under con- 
viction. It pleafed the gracious 
fovereign to itop him in his career 
of youthful vanity and folly, for 
which he entertained as high a rel- 
ifh as other youth. To get relief 
from his painful conviction, he 
practifed fecret prayer. But this 


expedient was ineffectual; for 


| God was pleafed to increafe his 


conviction, He had a feeling 
fenfe of the total depravity of the 
human heart ; and of his enmity 
and oppolition to God and his 
moral government ; though, at 
that time, thefe were fubjects, 
which he had never heard from 
the pulpit. This view of his own 
heart deftroyed all his hope, which 
had been raifed and cherifhed, by 
his performance of religious duties. 


i And he was made to fee that the 


falvation of a finner is wholly of 
free grace ; and to bow, in fub- 
miffion, to the holy fovereign of 
the univerfe ;—he was hopefully 
converted ; and, fhortly after, 
made a public profetlion of reli- 
gion, the fincerity of which hath 
been fince evinced during a life 
of fixty years. 

He futtained the office of Dea- 
con, above twenty-three years ; 
and fo difcharged its duties, as to 
acquire honor to himfelf, and to 
promote the edification of éthers. 
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Fle was a man of gifts ; and his, he might be refigned to God’s 
ifts were not beftowed ia vain. will, living or dying. Oft times, 
Te ufed them in the fervice of inturnsof fevere diftrefs, he ex- 
true region. NoChriftian could  prefled concern, left, by impa- 
hear him converfe upon religion, | tience, he fhould difhonor God. 
or pray, ¢/pecially, without receiv- | “ If my diftrefs be ever fo great, 
ing pleafure and edification ; for ' or continue ever fo long, I pray 
he difcovered great jfimplicity and | for patience, that I may not dif- 
godly finccrity. honor God and religion. I have 
He was a Chriftian, who evi- | always found him to he a good 
dently grew in grace ; andremart. | God. If hada thoufand fouls, 
ably ic, ina few of his laft years. I would leave them at the foot of 
He fhone brighter and brighter  fovereign mercy.” 
until he departed to the perfect | A little before his death, being 
day. told that his children were ail 
As he had lived a long life of | prefent, he faid, “ I wifh I had 
religion, it pleafed God to give | ftrength to blefs them, as Jacob 
him its comforts on his death-bed. | did his.” He affeCtionately and 
He was confined feveral weeks, by | eargeitly recommended religion 
his laft illneis, and was called to | unto them ; reading of the {crip- 
endure a great deal of bodily dif- | tures, family and fecret prayer. 
trefs; but his mind was calm and | He faid, “ Oh! I could triumph 
peaceful. He was not anxious over death; it would be nothing 
about his foul ; he trufted shat in | to die, if my children and grand 
the hand cf God, and believed it | children were converted.” 
to be fafe. But he feemed to be | He lamented, on his death-bed, 
afraid, left, by impatience, he | the infidelity and lax fentiments 
fhould difhonor his profeffion, and in divinity, which he perceived to 
hisGod. He appeared to be fen- , be fpreading and prevailing in our 
fibie, from the beginning of his country. With tender concera 
illnefs, yea, for months before, and pity, he beheld the lukewarm- 
that the time of his departure was | nefs and deadnefs in religion of 
at hand ; and, therefore, he was fome profeflors ; and earneftly re- 
defirous of doing what good he | quefted his minifter folemnly to 
could to his friends and vifitors, warn them of their danger, and 
before his opportunity fhould be to exhort them to be alive and 
over. He was free toconverfe , awake inreligion, as they would 
upon the ftate gf his own mind, | hope to be comfortable, or fafe, 
the excellency of the Chriftian re- | on their death-bed. He withed, 
ligion, and the unfpeakable value | alfo, that it might be made known, 
of the Chriftian hope to one in | that he dicd in full belief of thofe 
his fituation. He exhorted all, | doctrines, commonly called the 
who vifited him, to fee toit, that | dodrines of grace, and derived 
they did not negle& religion ; af- comfort from them. 
furing them that they would need | All, who faw him, and heard 
its aid, when they fhould be called | him converfe on his death-bed, 
to excounter the king of terrors. | were convinced of the fincerity of 
When his Chriftian friends were | his religion, and of its incftimabie 
about to pray with him, he di- | worth ; and were almof? perfuaded 
rected them not to pray for the | to ¢e Chriflians ; none could re- 
lengthening out his hfe; but that | frain from faying, * O, let me 
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die the death of the righteous, 
and let my laft end be like his.”? 

He appeared to have a hum. 
bling fenfe of the depravity of his 
heart, and of his finfulnefs and 
unworthinefs of any favor from 
God; and faid, that all his de- 
pendence for falvation was on the 
free grace of God. 

Thus lived this good man, and 
thus he died, or rather, fei/ a/leep, 
January 8th, A. D. 1800. 

Mark the perfe& man, and be- 
hold the upright : for the end of that 
MAN is peace. 

f. B. 
Middleborough, “9g 
Feb. A. D. 1802. 





Religious Intelligence. 


Extra of a letter from a gentle 
man of eminence in Newark, N. 
Ff. to one of the Editors, dated | 
Fuly 22, 1802. 


«“ THERE is a remarkable at- 
tention to the things of religion 
in this and fome neighboring con- 
gregations. Many arejoining them- 
{elves to the church, and it ap- 
pears to be matter of praife to 


the God of all grace.” 


eee eee 


Extraf from the Georgia Analytie 
cal Repofitory, a periodical reli- 
gious publication, for May and 
June 1802. 


** LATE accounts received by 
letters, fay, that a great and hap. | 
py change has taken place among 
the body of the people in Ken- 
tucky ; that the Prefbyteriaus, 
Me thodiits and Baptifts Se had 
arge additions to their refpective 
jocieties ; that the work of the 
Lord, though rather on the de- 
sine, ail goes on with confidera. 
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ble life and power ; and that the 
welfare of the immortal foul has 
become the gencral topic of con- 
verfation. Ia Virginia rand North 
Carolina there have lately been 
large amicable meetings of differ 
ent cenominations, to pritiinte’s 
general unton, and fome vifible dif- 
| plays of divine power, in their 
ublic exercifes. By a letter from 
a worthy character, juft come to 
hand, it appears that there is a 
revival of religion, which attracts 
much attentioa, now at the -Wax- 
aws, about feventy miles north 
of Camden, in South Carolina. 
An able minifter in the back part 
of this fate, fays, in a letter very 
recently received, “ I have juft 
‘¢ returned from a tour of fifteen 
“days preaching, in the upper 
«‘ counties of the ftate. Thou- 
“ faads of every rank attended on 








“ the word, withaw/ful folemnity. 

| Still later accounts from Powel- 
| ton, forty-five miles from Louif- 
| ville, {peak of a great revival of 


religion in that, place.”’ 





Lonpon Missionary Sociery. 
From alate London paper. 


Miffionaries to the South-Sea Iflands. 
WE have pleafore in being 
able to ftate, that accounts have 
| been received from Otaheite high- 
ly favorable, and fuch as to in- 
duce fanguine hopes of the com- 
| plete fulfilment of the objects of 
this mifflion. Since the defertion 
| of part of the body, the reft have 
| refided at Matavia, where they 
have acquired a knowledge of the 

| language, and conciliated general 


| affeQtion and eftcem. Amongtt 


| many inftances which are mention- 
ed of the favor in which they are 
held by the favages, is, that the 
day after the birth of a fon to 
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the Rev. Mr. Henry, he was vif- 
ted by Pomarre, who adopted the 
infant, and gave to him the name 
of Te ochree dabai, (the great 
chief.) 

The King of Hauhine, who is 
related to Pomarre, was at Opar- 
re, at the date of the late dif- 
patches, and had become fo at- 
tached to the Miffionaries, as to 
have invited them to fettle with 
him, afaring them of proteCtion, 
and promifing to attend their in- 
ftruétions, and te engage his fub- 
jets to do the like. He appears 
to be led to this meafure, not lefs 


by posicy than by religion ; con- 


ceiving the do€trine which they 
preach calculated to eftablith le- 
gitimate authority, and to weaken 
the party of fome difaffected 
chiefs, who are conftantly enga- 
ged in plots to deprive him of the 
fovereignty. Our people were 
then too few to feparate ; but as 
long ere this the Royal Admiral, 
Captain Wilfon, has arrived there 
with ten more brethren, the with- 
es of the young Monarch of Hau- 
hine, have, doubtlefs, been com- 
plied with, to the cbvious benefit 
of the undertaking. 


Pomaire, and all his family, | 


have joined in a requeft for. more 
Minifters. Independent of the 
ardent defire we entertain for the 
extenfive promulgation of the 


gofpel, the Mi ffion in quettion | 


holds forth other advantages of 
@ commercial and political nature, 
which well deferve confideration. ! 
This extenfive Archipelago a- 


bounds in turmeric, cotton, and | 


fugar-eane, aud which with nu- 
merous medicinal aad dying plants 
grow {pontancouly. Corn is pro- 
duced in profufion, and the fhip : 
employed in the fur trade, or 
whale fifhery, might here obtain 
abundant du ipplies of every necef- 
fary. taheite is ouly three 
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weeks fail from our fettlement in 
New South Wales, to whofe 
wants it can ultimately be made 
to contribute, this ifland alone 
being competent to fupply food 
to 50,000 perfons more than its 
inhabitants. 

The lofs of the hip Duff was 
known at Otaheite. The Roy- 
al Admiral, according to recent 
accounts, had arrived at Canton 
on her way to the Society Iflands. 
Beafts.of burthen are much want- 
| ed bythe Miflionaries to facilitate 
their profeflional excurfions thro’ 
the ifland; and a imall veflel is 
requifite to the fame objet. 


—— 





Hampfoire Miffionary Society. 


THE Truftees of the Hamp. 
fhire ationety Society have re- 
folved to employ four miffionaries 
the prefent feafon; two in the 
Diltri&t of Maine, nd two in the 
counties of Mon ntgomery, Her- 
kemer and Oneida, in the ftate 
of New-York, to labor on the 
north fide of Mohawk river. One 
mpbonery has gone to each of 
| thefe fields of labor ; Rev. Fon- 
athan Grout to the DiftiG of 
Maine, and Rev. Samuel Ta: goart 
to the weftern part of New -York. 
The other two will follow as foon 
as they can be procured. 
| The Truftees have alfo appro- 
| priated 300 dollars for the pur- 
| chafe of Bibles and other religious 
books to be diftributed among 
the inhabitants of the new fettle- 


7 
nents. 








MissiOnaRIES. 

THE following perfons are 
grag wee Mat 
now in the lervice of the Miffion- 
ary Societv of Conneticut,— 














1802.) 
Rev. David Bacon either at De- | 


troit or among a tribe of Indians 
on the river Miami ; Rev. Mefirs. 
Fofiph Badger and Exekiel 7. 
Chapman in New Conneticut ; 
Rev. Mefirs. Seth Wilijion and 


Fedidiah Bufhnell in the weftera 





counties of New-York ; Mr. 
James W. Woodward in the Black 
River country 3 aud Rev. dlex- 
ander Gillet in the northern part 
of Vermont, Three other mif- 
fionaries are appotnfed, and it is 
expected they will foou enter on 
their miffions ; one to go to the 
northern counties.of New-York 
weit of Lake Champlain; one to 
northern counties of Ver- | 
mont ; and one to the vacant fet- 
tlements adjoining Conneéticut 
river in the States of Vermont 
and New-Hampfhire. 


the 
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POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


For THe Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE. 


ReEvEREND FEpitors, 

AGREEABLY to the requeft of 
the writer who, as contaived in your 
15th number, verfified the xxix chapter 
of Job, I have attempted to verfify the 
xxx chapter. The production is fubmit- 
ted to your confideration. If you con- 
ceive that it is werthy of a place in 
your ufeful Magazine, you will infert 
it; and oblige one of your readers. 


G -i 
A verfion of the xxxth chapter of Feb. 


r. PUT, now my ftate’s adverie, 
young fcorners fay, 
“Treap the fruit of my degen’rate 
Way.”’ 
Whofe fires I knew : 
ferior were 
Vo ufeful dogs of my domeftic care. 
. Yea, from their hands I could expect 
no aid; 


And they in- 


"Thee: Iie" ’ Te 2 . 
hey liv'd in vain, and were, thro 
age, decay'd 


OU 
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3. Diftrefs'd by want, they fought 
the lonely wood ; 
4. Where the wild broom and mallows 
® were their food. 


| gs. Vile, and unfit with honeft mentobe, 


They were expell’d from their fociety ; 
(They hooted after them, as after 
thieves :) 
6. Ip dwell im cliffs of vale’, in rocks, 
and caves. 
7. Inur’d to favage andtobeaftly ways, 
In defart folitude they {pent their 
days : 
Among the fhrubs and nettles would 
they lies 
And, like an uncouth afs, were heard 
to cry. : 
8. Thefe abje& fellows all receiv’d 
their birth 
From fools, more bafe than is the 
vileft earth. 


9. And now their falfe, deriding fons 


agree, 
In mirth and fongs, to {coff and jeer 
at me. 
10. They me abhor, and far away they 
move ; 
Nortwith me fit, in fympathizing 
love. 


To vent their fpite, and bring on 
me difgrace, 

They rudely caftetheir fpittle in my 
face. 

11. Since mine authoritative cord He 

broke, 

And I endure his fore afflitive 
itroke ; 

They lofe reftraint, and by their 
words afpire, 

To lead and rule me, as their hearts 


defire. 
12, Although the trying rod of God 
I bear, 


And I mine own integrity declare ; 
On my right hand the youth pre- 
fume to rife ; 
And what I {peak, they rafhly fay, 
“ are lies.” 
Tis thus they firive to ove®throw 
mine hope, ae 
And leave my foul in dire defpair 
te grope. 
13. The path in which, to feck relief, I 
£9, 
They all obfiru@; and thusincreafe 
my woe. 
14. As the wide breakings in of water 
roll 
Throughout the field, and over- 
{prcad the whole ; 
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Their power and fkill they, hand in 
hand, employ, 
To bear me down, and overwhelm 
my joy. o 
15. They chafe my foul fwift as the 
fleeting wind ; 
My welfare’s gone ; and terrors fill 
- my mind. 


16. <Affli@ive days, which caufggmy 
fad complaint, 
Impair my ftrength, and make my 
{pirit faint. 
17. Though | lie down by night, I have 
no eafe, 
Since piercing pains my bones and 
finews feize. 
18. My fore difeafe extends o’er a'l 
my fkin, 
And, by its force, my garment is 
unclean. 
19. I'm plune’d in mire; thy fouling 
powcr I bear; 
And as the duit and afhes I appear. 
20. Though, in diftrefs,  ftand, and 
pray to Thec ; 
Thou wilt not hear, nor fhew ree 
gard to mé. 
a1. I'm firicken by thy cruel fcourge ; 
and feel 
Mine hopes deftroy’d by thine ops 
pofing will. 


22. ‘To winds expos’d,I ride upon 
their wings ; 
By them I wafte, as do the fraileft 
things. 
24. For, through thy power, the grave 
will me receive ; 
Which is the houfe, prepar’d for al] 
who live. 
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24. But though my foes mayfhout in 
my cifeafe ; 

Death wafts my foul to rea'ms of 
endlefs biifs. 


25.  Ifothers pin’d, threugh pen’ry 
or difeafe, 
When I was bieft with wealth, and 
health and eafe ; 
Did not Iaét the fympathizing part ; 
Relieve their wants, and cheer their 
troubled heart ? « 
26. For this, 1 hop’d my God would 
me reward, 
With the rich favors, for his friends 
prepar'd : 
I look’d for good ;—me evil did fure 
prife ; 
For light ; but darknefs overcaft 
mine eyes. 
27. Through inward groans, my bowels 
could not reft ; 
My daily woes prevented my re- 
guelt. 
28. Without confoling light I mourn- 
ing wents 
And the affembly heard my fore 
complaint. 


29. Ihideouscry, I fit in folitude. 
As ewls and dragons of the dreary 
wood. 
30. The heat of my difeafe is fo fevere, 
My bones are burnt, my fkin’s as 
fcorch’d by fire. 
31. My pleafant harp and organ! refufe; 
And, iftheir flead, a plaintive voice 
1 ufe. 


January 1, 1802 


Donations to the Miffionary Society. 


From a friend of Miffions, 


. 


From Rev. Dr. Trumbull, avails of his fermons, 


From Rev. Samuel Nott, Franklin, 


From Dr. Jofhua Lothrop, 
From a friend to Miffions, 





